Ascension Lutheran Church

Vol. 41, No. 9

September 2020

STAFF
Julie Bailey, Pastor
Bob Aldrich, Education Coordinator
Jennifer Salowitz, Musician
Sara Gregor, Parish Nurse
Cheryl Huebner, Secretary
Dawn Dalton, Custodian
Ruth Schomaker, Custodian

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JULIE
I am not shy to tell you the things I love
about the ELCA, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and why I choose to be a
member and feel called to serve as a pastor
in this denomination. At the root of my
commitment to faith and service to God
through the lens of the ELCA, is the doctrine
of justification by grace through faith—that there is nothing any one of
us can do to bring ourselves into right relationship with God; it is only
through the grace found in the death and resurrection of Jesus, no strings
attached. In response we are called to live in thankfulness and joy, following the way of Jesus that I believe brings abundant life for all.
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I believe in the ELCA’s practice of an open table at communion—all are
welcome, you don’t need to be a member to receive. Christ offered himself to all; and in the open table, his own body and blood is offered for
all. I appreciate the welcome of all ages to the table—free grace, not
conditional on what we know or understand—it is God who comes to us
through these gifts. And I believe that this bread and wine is the true
presence of Jesus; his body and blood given for us and the world.

MISSION
“As an open and progressive congregation,
we boldly make Christ’s vision known.”
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I believe in the commitment to the Word of God, expressed primarily in
Jesus but also in the scripture and proclaimed word. We believe the
Word of God is living, inspired and intended to be shared over and over
again. It is not a history or law book, though it contains history and law.
It is a book of hope, inspiration and promise, and as John 20:30-31 reads:
“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”

I believe in the priesthood of all believers, that every one of us is called
to serve Christ and the world using our gifts and passions. Some are
called to be pastors, and I am thankful to be one of them. However, everyone has an important role to share in this kingdom of God on earth.
I believe that all are welcome; it is not just a slogan or title of a song.
Paul writes there is no more male, female, Jew or Greek, etc. and that
welcome does not come with restrictions. I believe I am called by God
to serve as a pastor in this church, and it has nothing to do with my gender! I am proud to say I am part of a denomination that recognizes the
call of women and men to serve as public leaders in the church.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

I believe that the greatest commandment is to love God and love our neighbors.
Again, it is a command, not a slogan. We don’t define who our neighbors are.
Love includes respect, care, understanding, and commitment. We love because
God first loves us. In love, we are all called to put our faith into action: God’s
Work, Our Hands. James writes: “Faith without works is dead.” I believe that the
ELCA has a living faith, lived out in our call together to serve near and far. I appreciate our local service, as well as partnership with ELCA World Hunger and
Lutheran World Relief.
I could go on and on. I don’t “approve” or “agree” with every decision the
ELCA makes—as with any organization that is made up of human beings, we
will disagree, and sometimes get it wrong. Which brings me to another thing I
believe and love about the ELCA—called together in Christ and united in Christ,
we can disagree and still be united in the bonds of Christ. I appreciate that we
talk about difficult subjects, real ones, not just the churchy ones, and that we are
called to understand the opinions of others even when we don’t agree.
Central to our faith is Jesus and the cross. In faith, the ELCA has developed social statements to address issues such as care of creation, just war, abortion, genetics, human sexuality, sexism and more. According to the ELCA, these statements are “teaching and policy documents that provide broad frameworks to assist us in thinking about and discussing social issues in the context of faith and
life. They are meant to help communities and individuals with moral formation,
discernment and thoughtful engagement with current social issues as we participate in God’s work in the world. Social statements also set policy for the ELCA
and guide its advocacy and work as a publicly engaged church. They result from
an extensive process of participation and deliberation and are adopted by a twothirds vote of an ELCA churchwide assembly.”

The question has arisen: to what extent do we know the actual positions of the
ELCA? I am guessing that varies. Over the years, there has been discussion
around some of these, and attendance and interest has varied.
These statements can be found at https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/SocialStatements. I would love to consider in the future, that those interested would
gather to discuss and seek understanding. These are broad statements, frameworks to assist in thinking and discussing social issues. I believe faith impacts
every aspect of our life, and we as people of faith are called to be informed and
make faithful decisions, even when those decisions may be different from someone else, or in different situations.
I won’t apologize for being part of the ELCA!

The MESSENGER is published monthly by
Ascension Lutheran Church.
Deadline for the October 2020 issue is
Monday, September 21st at 12:00 noon.
Articles may be emailed to ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net.
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Outreach
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Back to School Fair: those who helped set
up and take down, those who volunteered at the event, those who donated, and those who
prayed! We couldn’t have done it without you.

SCHOOL KIT BAGS
School Kit Bags are located on the table in the Gathering Area, along with the slips containing the needed items. Be sure to only include the items listed. The bags must be returned to the church by Sunday, September 13th so they can be sent out. Thank you for
your support!!

Christian Education
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
We are continuing to meet at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom for our Bible Study. We are studying
the book of Joshua. If you haven’t attended before and are interested, let Pastor Julie
know so that she can email you the invitation.

LEARNING THE BIBLE STORIES
On Sunday, September 13th and Wednesday, September 16th we will be presenting a
book of 365 Bible story readings to our children that are three years old. The idea is that
as a parent, you will read a story to the child each day; and as they learn to read, they
will read the story to you. These are our family stories, to be passed along from generation to generation. The book also contains some prayers you may wish to teach. We will be mailing out letters
to confirm, but if you do not receive a letter and believe your child should be receiving or is ready to receive a
Bible, please let Pastor Julie know.
FIRST COMMUNION
Do you have a young person who believes they are ready to receive their First
Communion, and you agree? The practice at Ascension is that children baptized
may begin to commune on a regular basis following their First Communion instruction. This is determined through mutual conversation with the pastor, child
and parents.
We are planning on First Communion being celebrated on Sunday, October 11th and Wednesday, October
14th. Our preparation class will be held after conversations with parents of those participating; so the earlier
you let us know, the better. As you know, this is a time where flexibility is necessary. Please contact Pastor
Julie if you have questions or you believe your child is ready to receive this instruction.
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Worship

WORSHIP CHANGES
Beginning on September 13th, all our worship services will be held in the
Sanctuary. The council spent a good amount of time with discernment and
conversation and came to this decision. Other decisions were considered, but
together the council made the determination to move all worship services
inside.
We are thankful for the congregation’s diligence in mask wearing, social distancing, staying home if displaying symptoms or have had direct contact, and good hand hygiene. This helped in our decision making.

Our 8:00 a.m. worshippers will be asked to sit on the left side of the Sanctuary (in front of the lectern/reading
podium). The worship space will be wiped down between services.
There will not be any bulletins, hymnals, handouts or singing. No snacks or coffee will be provided before or
after services. We ask that people come to worship no more than 15 minutes in advance (unless you are a worship leader that day), and that the congregation avoids lingering so as to empty the space for cleaning in between services. If you are uncomfortable with this, please continue to worship with us online. Holy Communion will still be offered at 11:15 a.m. for those choosing online worship.
We will continue this practice as long as we remain safe in doing so. We can be part of a solution—we can
worship together and decrease the spread of this virus at the same time. Together we can make a difference.
As we move to in-person worship inside, registration will be necessary in order to ensure safeguarding of
physical distancing. Worship leaders must sign up, too! Register at https://reopen.church/r/McxIm68k. If
you don’t have access to the internet, please call the Church Office by Thursday at 1:00 p.m. to register.
Please note, on September 27th at 10:30 a.m. we will be celebrating the Confirmation of our young people
who completed their classes last spring. This service will have many spots specifically reserved for those families, so spots will be limited. If possible, plan to attend the 8:00 a.m. service that day or on Wednesday,
September 30th at 7:00 p.m.
Thank you for your patience and understanding!

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
The following youth will be confirmed at our 10:30 a.m. worship
service on September 27th:
Ahren Awad
Mackenzie Morgan
Will Salowitz

Diedre Haupt
Alexis Richardson
Sabrina Wagner

Elizabeth Kolb
Noah Ryder

We give thanks for these young people and their families as they prepare to confess their
own faith, with the support and prayers of this congregation. We look forward to these
new members as workers in the kingdom of God.
***Reminder...most seats for this service will be filled by the families of the confirmands.
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Other

WATERMELON CONTEST
We are going to have some fun again this year with our watermelon patch—a contest to
guess the number of melons it will produce to donate to Hidden Harvest. It is up to you
to figure out how many melons are produced on each plant and come up with a total
number of melons by September 6th. The grand prize will be (go figure) a watermelon!! Only one entry per
person and forms are available in the Gathering Area along with a box to put them in. Have fun!!! Contact
Tom Bailey with any questions!!

STEWARDSHIP WOO-HOO’S!!!!
Yeah congregation!!! In the midst of everything going on, we have reached a milestone with our mortgage. We have finally paid down the mortgage to below
$500,000. Still a lot, but we have whittled it down together. Thanks to all who give
to keep paying this down. Looks like next year our balloon will mature, and things
are looking much better going in. Can we get a woo-hoo?
Another woo-hoo is that our finances are looking good! This is because all of you continued your giving to
the congregation’s ministry as you were able. We increased the number of families giving through our online
giving which is so helpful. We admit that we did have decreased costs (utilities/other items) because the building was not open for several months. We give thanks to God for continued stewardship and commitment.
As most of you know by now, the roof has been replaced; and because it was done while the building was not
open, there was very little disruption in our ministry. This was made possible by all who donated to the roof
fund, as well as the diligent work on the part of the Trustees and others who found good product for less money. Great stewardship!
Because the roof is paid for, we transferred any extra money over to our parking lot fund as our parking lot
will need to be repaired. In addition, we continue to return cans and bottles, but the income from that is now
split between the general fund and the parking lot fund. If you are willing to return cans and bottles, your help
would be appreciated. The garage still has plenty to return.
We have received our Energy Star Certification again! Good work Trustees—your stewardship is noticed!

MINISTERS AND TEAM LEADERS: BUDGET PREP TIME
Budgets for 2021 are requested by September 9th to begin to prepare a comprehensive budget. Plan as if things were “normal” and be realistic. If you need
assistance, please see Charleen and she can get you some past information.
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Other

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 6th

Flowers Needed

September 13th

Given in Memory of Kristi
by Sheila Dambro

September 20th

Flowers Needed

September 27th

Given in Memory of John Paul Nelson’s Birthday
by Janet Nelson

The Flower Chart is posted in the Gathering Area on the Usher/Acolyte Room door. The cost is $30.00. A
payment envelope will be mailed to you. These arrangements are placed in the Sanctuary each week for worship and may be picked up after the late service on Sunday morning.

Health Highlights
Health Highlights by Sharon Boyd

COVID-19: TIPS FOR STAYING WELL AND COPING
These are unprecedented times and we need to work extra hard to manage our emotions. Here are some tips:
⸰Stay physically safe from the virus. The biggest safety behaviors, which are
physical distancing and hand washing, decrease transmission of the Covid19 virus. Stay home when you can; and if you do leave the home, be sure to
wash your hands often and thoroughly.
⸰Limit media to reduce anxiety. Watching or scrolling through media makes us even more anxious. An
excess of news/images about a traumatic event can create symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD). Limit media exposure to no more than twice a day.
⸰Get and provide warm, comforting social support by phone, video, or text. This is critical—taking
time to listen to and support others will go a long way. Talking with others who have our best interest
makes us feel safe. Loving and caring for our pets can be a phenomenal stress reduction tool, too.
⸰Find ways of expressing kindness, patience, and compassion. Be extra kind to yourself. This is a
stressful time for everyone. Humans across the world are sharing this experience with you. We are all
in this together and we may all emerge with a renewed appreciation for our interconnectedness.
⸰Be sure you are eating well. Good nutrition helps improve our mood. Stress makes us seek comfort
food; and in turn, we seek high carbs and sugars. Studies show that a Mediterranean diet has been
linked to better health, reduced stress, and resilience.
Psalm 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

6

Source: psychiatry.ucsf.edu

Member News

September Birthdays
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

10th
12th
13th
14th
16th
17th

18th
19th
20th

Alex McClure
Ella Wagner
Jayme York
Betty Cliff
Jennifer Dickie
Jim Stuart
Leslee Arnst
Jenny Nielsen
Marie Leonard
Jamie Waters
Nancy Kozak
Annie Nielsen
Kris Friend
Nathan McClure
Nathaniel Ryder
Lori Schultz
Brandon Wardlow
Melissa Hostetler
Wade Kittle
Emily Hamilton

21st

22nd
23rd
24th
26th
27th

28th
29th
30th

Samantha Beyerlein
Diane Lobsiger-Braden
Noah Ryder
Rusty Van Marter
Emily Edsall
Donna Malburg
Jenny Maier
Brock Vasquez
Jessica Hoffmann
Carl Boland
Makenna Dawson
Max Dawson
Ethan Earnesty
Celina Gottlieb
John Schroeder
Ron Schultz
Linda Lentner
Amanda Doerr
Alicia Lopez

Anniversaries this Month
1st
18th
20th
24th
26th
27th

Robert and Rita Bolger
Scott and Kim Anderson
Ed and Lisa Espinoza
Jonathan and Amanda Doerr
Jason and Rebecca Enright
Russ and Melissa Morgan

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE ON ASCENSION’S CARE LIST
Mail a card, plan a visit, or say a prayer for these members of our church family.
Frances Edie - 4850 Gratiot Rd., Apt. D2, Saginaw, MI 48638
Peggy Lockhart - 6143 Longmeadow Blvd. North, Saginaw, MI 48603
Helen Nothelfer - 302 Fulton Street, Room 108, St. Charles, MI 48655
Heidi Osterloh - 9345 Geddes Road, Saginaw, MI 48609
Marcy Schafer - 3400 Hardwood Heights, Prescott, MI 48756
Marv Yancer - 8936 N. Brookshire Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
Delila Colpean - 302 Fulton Street, Room 103, St. Charles, MI 48655
Leslee Arnst - 2815 N. Orr Rd., Hemlock, MI 48626
Bev Daubert - Candlestone Assisted Living, 4124 Waldo, Midland MI 48642
Kay Ballien - Healthsource, 3340 Hospital Road, Room 525, Saginaw, MI 48603
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Serving in September

Head Ushers--8:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.
6 Tim Wilson/Dave Dawson & Dave Huston
13 Ken Schian/Andy Friend & Bob Beyerlein
20 Volunteer Needed/Jeff Whelton
27 David Witker/Gus Hendrickson & Jim Stuart

Readers--8:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.
6 Marty Debozy/Barb Van Marter
13 Joan Ford/Lisa Whelton
20 Edna Bell/Lynda Goward
27 David Witker/Steve Haupt

Video Screen Operators--8:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.
6 Charleen Boland/No V ideo
13 Kris Friend/Bob Aldrich
20 Larry Nuechterlein/Gus Hendrickson
27 Melissa Albosta/Bob Aldrich

Sound Board Operators--8:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.
6 Dan Roth/Gus Hendrickson
13 Tom Bailey/Bob Aldrich
20 Madison Morgan/Gus Hendrickson
27 Dan Roth/Bob Aldrich

Prayers of the Church--8:00 a.m./10:30 a.m.
6 Charleen Boland/Lisa Espinoza
13 Lynn Schomaker/Shelly Dawson
20 Ruth Schomaker/Karen DeLaRosa
27 David Witker/Chris Crump

WEDNESDAYS
Head Ushers
2 Glen Mack
9 Mike Clifford
16 Glen Mack
23 Mike Clifford
30 Glen Mack

Readers
2 John Schroeder
9 Mike Clifford
16 Larry Nuechterlein
23 Joyce Richardson
30 John Schroeder

Sound Board/Video Screen
2 John Schroeder/Glen Mack
9 Rusty Van Marter/Glen Mack
16 John Schroeder/Glen Mack
23 Rusty Van Marter/Glen Mack
30 John Schroeder/Glen Mack

Prayers
2 Donna Malburg
9 Mike Clifford
16 Pastor Julie
23 Mike Clifford
30 Donna Malburg

Thank you to everyone who participates in these important ministries.
If you are unable to serve on your assigned day,
please let the Church Office know who will be filling in for you.
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