
  

Complete Worship Folder 
 

January 24, 2021 

 
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8695 Gratiot Road   Saginaw, MI  48609   (989)781-2170 
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net 
Julie Bailey, Pastor        
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am  
Wednesday Worship 7:00pm 
 

 



Third Sunday after Epiphany        January 24, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon 

all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Holy God,...you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts 

are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to 

follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its 

resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and 

left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine 

mercy. Amen. 
 

P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and 

we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are 

called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C: Amen 

 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

   Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

   streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

   While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 

   teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

   Here I raise my Ebenezer: "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

   and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

   Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God; 

   he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 

   Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 

   let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

   Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 

   Here's my heart, oh, take and sell it; seal it for thy courts above. 
                  Public Domain 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and 

make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

  



First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the 

LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people 

of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 10When God 

saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had 

said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 

though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 (Video) 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus 

passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 

were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately 

they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee 

in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

  



Hymn of the Day: “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 

 

    You have come down to the lakeshore   

seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,    

but only asking for me to follow. Refrain  

 

Refrain 

    Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 

    kindly smiling, you've called out my name. 

    On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 

    now with you, I will seek other seas. 

 

 

    You know full well what I have, Lord: 

neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 

just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 

 

 

You need my hands, my exhaustion, 

working love for the rest of the weary-- 

a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 

Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
Spanish and English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 

5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved. 

 

Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends…Let us pray, 

Congregation responds…Have mercy, O God. 

 

Offering Prayer 

P: O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish 

us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through 

Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

C: Amen.  
 

 



Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you 

in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Song:  “How Great Thou Art” 

 

    O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

    consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

    I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

    thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

      how great thou art! How great thou art! 

      Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

      how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 

    When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

    when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

    and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 

 

    But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

    sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

    that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

    he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 

 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

    and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

    Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 
 
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 

97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP) Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved. 



Dismissal  

P:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 
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