They offered him
gifts of gold,
frankincense,

and myrrh

MATTHEW 2:11

Complete Worship Folder

Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net
Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am
Wednesday Worship 7:00pm

January 3, 2021

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170




Epiphany of Our Lord January 3, 2021
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who
covers us with justice and mercy.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness...we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and
downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to
you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own work, but

through =+ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this
amazing gift of grace.
C: Amen.

Hymn: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

Angels, from the realms of glory,

wing your flight o'er all the earth;

once you sang creation’s story,

now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,

yonder shines the infant light.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;

seek the great desire of nations,

you have seen his natal star.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

All creation, join in praising

God, the Father, Spirit, Son,

evermore your voices raising

to the eternal Three in One.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to
know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

'Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. “For darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear
over you. “Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. “Lift up your eyes and
look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. “Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to
you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

“This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, “and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, “a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. 'Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. “Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, “and to make everyone see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; *°so that through the church the wisdom
of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
“IThis was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *?in whom
we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 (Video)

‘In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: °“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for




from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”” "Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. ‘°When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. *On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ?And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “The First Noel”

The first Noel the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east beyond them far;

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

And by the light of that same star

three wise men came from country far;

to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

This star drew near to the northwest,

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;

and there it did both stop and stay

right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

Then entered in those wise men three,
full rev'rently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain
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Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds
with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day + through the Word made flesh.

C: Amen.

Sending Song: “We Three Kings of Orient Are”

We three kings of Orient are;

bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

Refrain
Oh, star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain,
gold I bring to crown him again;
king forever, ceasing never,

over us all to reign. Refrain

Frankincense to offer have I;

incense owns a deity nigh;

prayer and praising, gladly raising,
worshiping God Most High. Refrain



Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain

Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
heav’n sings alleluia:

alleluia the earth replies. Refrain
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.

Invitation to Communion
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
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