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Overview
On Ash Wednesday, we began:  God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live. 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love—the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.

Tonight and the rest of our Wednesday’s during this Lenten season, we will reflect on scripture, exploring what stands out to us in the texts, explore how God is speaking to you personally, and how God is speaking to us as a community.
Gathering Song
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Text: Patrick Matsikenyiri, Text © 1990, 1996 General Board of Global Ministries, GBG Musik, 475 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved

Prayer
Let us pray:  Gracious Creator, you fashioned us in your image in the midst of a world beyond our knowledge and understanding. Continue to weave us together in community with all created things, and deepen our awareness of the ways you connect us to the earth. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture
Week 1 - In community with creation
Mark 4:35-41 Jesus calms a storm
While we often think of community as limited to human beings, our human existence is interdependent with all the created world. This theme is especially apparent in Mark 4:35-41, the account of the fishermen whose lives depend on the sea but who become afraid of its power in the storm.
 
Read text 3 times:  Lectio Divino

. Each time invite the assembly to listen in a different way.
• Reading the first time: Listen for a word or short phrase that stands out to you.
• Reading the second time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to you personally.
• Reading the third time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to the community/communities of which you are a part.

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’
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Text: Joseph R. Renville, 1779-1846; para. Philip Frazier, 1892-1964, alt. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved


Prayers
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of care and concern as we reach out to one another in these lonely and uncertain times. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly.  You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction, including all that rely on clean water and our great lakes.  Enlighten us as we strive to be good stewards and partners with all of creation.   Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Creator who fashions us together with all things, the Christ who leads us into a new beloved community, the Spirit who holds us in the communion of saints, one God, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen.
 
Sending Song
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Dismissal 
Go in peace, joined together in Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: Patrick Matsikenyiri

Music: JESU, TAWA PANO, Patrick Matsikenyiri
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Text: Joseph R. Renville, 1779-1846; para. Philip Frazier, 1892-1964, alt.
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Text: Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice
Music: TAIZE UBI CARITAS, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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