Jthe Son of Man

be ifted up

JOHN 3:14

Complete Worship Folder

March 14, 2021

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Fourth Sunday in Lent March 14, 2021
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock
and our redeemer.

C: Amen.

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water...pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us live in
the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom

and power of God, your sins are  forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C: Amen

Hymn: “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715)

Christ, Be Our Light
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man - y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
I Q — T Tt T T f T
— e
tm:‘(:b # I - I I I T ]
J L4 & 1 ' T
truth, we turn  to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still  thirst. Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn 0  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly  peo-ple, light for the world 0 see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - ul all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-ecr signs of your king - dom  come.

n Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from
the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9

‘From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the
people became impatient on the way. “The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” °Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and
against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And the
LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at
it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone,
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

“You were dead through the trespasses and sins ?in which you once lived, following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All
of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we
were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us *even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved—°and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, ’so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. °For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God—°not the result of works, so that no one may boast. ‘°For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Why Are You So Heavy, O My Soul”

Why are you so heavy, O my soul? Text t:;\/sedt on isaltm 45:5, N!usg
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And why are you so restless within, within me? 2018 Augsbarg Fortress All rights

Put your trust in God, O my soul! reserved. Used by permission.

i1l qive thanks to God Reprinted with permission under

For 1 will give thanks to God. ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All

rights reserved

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: John 3:14-21

[Jesus said:] ““Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, “that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. **For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 7“Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. “For all who do evil hate the
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. **But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” (CCLI 4768151)

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me

| once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now | see

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

Chorus

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures  Chorus

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine Chorus

CCLI Song # 4768151 Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio © 2006 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by
Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2006453.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Here us, O God,
Congregation responds...Your mercy is great.

Offering Prayer

P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you +F that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity.

C: Amen.



Sending Song: “Drawn to the Light” (ELW 593)

Drawn to the Light
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1 Peo - ple who walk in dark-ness have sought a light in the
2 How can we tell a  heav-en from hell if  ev-'ry-one
3 Where is  the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the
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heart of the dark - est night. Just when we thought all would be
dwells in  the dark of night? Mom-ing dis - pels, gent - ly com-
one who is shin - ing bright, bids us to come! Life has be -
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lost, we were drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we’re drawn to the light of God.
0w Refrain
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Dawn is in  sight! Gone is the night, drawn to  the
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light and the wmorn - ing. Glo-rious and  bright, oh, what a
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sight to be drawn to the light of God.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 Text © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
715124. All rights reserved

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
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