
Created for Community: March 10, 2021 

Overview 
On Ash Wednesday, we began:  God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love all 
humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, 
and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our 
Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live.  
 
As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love 
of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love—the discipline of Lent—help us to 
wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess 
your sins, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 
 
Tonight we will reflect on scripture, exploring what stands out to us in the texts, explore how God is 
speaking to you personally, and how God is speaking to us as a community. 
 
Gathering Song 

 
 

Text: Patrick Matsikenyiri, Text © 1990, 1996 General Board of Global Ministries, GBG Musik, 475 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 

 
Prayer 
Let us pray:  Neighbor to all people, you call us into human communities to serve and be served by one 
another. Open our hearts to the needs of all our neighbors, and teach us to recognize the gifts you 
have given each of us to use in service to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Week 3 - In community with our neighbor 
Mark 2:1-12  A community comes together to bring a neighbor to Jesus 
Being in community with our neighbor is complicated and beautiful. Mark 2:1-12, the story of the 
paralyzed man brought to Jesus through the roof of a crowded room, highlights the way in which it 
takes a community to care for one another. 
 



Read text 3 times:  Lectio Divino 
 
Each time invite the assembly to listen in a different way. 

• Reading the first time: Listen for a word or short phrase that stands out to you. 
• Reading the second time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to you personally. 
• Reading the third time: Listen for a way in which God is speaking to the 

community/communities of which you are a part. 
 
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many 
gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was 
speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four 
of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof 
above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ Now some of the scribes 
were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing 
these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your 
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take 
your mat and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.’ And he 
stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed 
and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’ 
 

 
 

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt., Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 
 

 



Prayers 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in 

nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s 

words and actions honor your name. You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this 

congregation and our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. 

Clear out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own 

interests. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and 

mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of 

law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. The heavens declare your glory. 

Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and 

crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our way of 

life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give 

courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have 

harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs whose 

witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Creator who fashions us together with all things, the Christ who leads us into a new beloved 

community, the Spirit who holds us in the communion of saints, one God, ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song 



  

Text: Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice, Text © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted 

with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace, joined together in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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