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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Third Sunday of Easter

Welcome and Announcements

Thanksqgiving for Baptism

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears
to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains
to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe
your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us
with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (ELW 367)

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Now still he comes to give us life
and by his presence stills all strife. "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above
that we conguer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day
that by our lives we truly say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluial” Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

C: And also with you.



Hymn of Praise: “This is the feast” (ELW Holy Communion, setting four, pages 149-150)

Refrain

Assisting minister
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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Prayer of the Day

P: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your
words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




First Reading: Acts 3:12-19

’[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though
by our own power or piety we had made him walk?**The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. ““But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and
asked to have a murderer given to you, *“and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.
To this we are witnesses. *And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
7“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. *In this way God fulfilled
what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. *Repent therefore, and turn to
God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. ‘Everyone who
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and
in him there is no sin. °No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him.
’Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “How Majestic Is Your Name” (CCLI 26007)

Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the Earth.

Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the Earth.

Oh Lord — we praise Your name. Oh Lord — we magnify your name,
Prince of Peace, Mighty God — oh Lord God almighty.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
*Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” ¥ They were startled and
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? **Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” ““And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. ““While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” ““They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their presence. “Then
he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” ““Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, “°and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of these things.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.




Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “In Christ Alone” (CCLI 3350395)

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light my strength my song

This Cornerstone this solid Ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All

Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For | am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.



Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends... Let us pray,
Congregation responds... Have mercy, O God.

Offering Prayer

P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of

life, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.



Sending Song: “Christ Is Alive” (ELW 389)

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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I Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - 'ty in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in agce and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
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