
Complete Worship Folder 

October 3, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8695 Gratiot Road   Saginaw, MI  48609   (989)781-2170 

Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Bailey, Pastor        

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am  

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm 



Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Call to Worship:  “Remembering Communion” (Video 1:00) 

Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 
endless. 
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter… like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “God Is Here!” (ELW 526) 



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise:  “Now The Feast and Celebration” (ELW 167) 

Refrain Now the feast and celebration, 
all of creation sings for joy 
to the God of life and love and freedom; 
praise and glory forevermore 

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
whose blood has freed and united us 
to be one great people of God.  Refrain

Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 

For God has come to dwell with us, 
to make us people of God;  
to make all things new.  Refrain 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that is 
faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 
19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was 
its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the 
LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, 
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this 
one was taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 2:5Now 
God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone has testified 



somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 7You 
have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
8subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their 
control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while 
was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that 
by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus 
is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:  “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (ELW 519) 

Open your ears, O faithful people, 
open your ears and hear God's word. 
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
God has come to you. 

Refrain God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 

They who have ears to hear the message, 
they who have ears, now let them hear; 
they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
let them hear God's word.  Refrain

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 
and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment 
for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 10Then in the house 
the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.” 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in 
his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “A Place at the Table” 

For ev’ryone born, a place at the table,  
for ev’ryone born, clean water and bread,  
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,  
for ev’ryone born, a star overhead. 

Refrain And God will delight  
when we are creators of justice and joy,  
yes, God will delight  
when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

For woman and man, a place at the table,  
revising the roles, deciding the share,  
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,  
for woman and man, a system that’s fair.  Refrain

For young and for old, a place at the table,  
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,  
the hand of a child in hands that are wrinkled,  
for young and for old, the right to belong.  Refrain

For just and unjust, a place at the table,  
abuser, abused, with need to forgive,  
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,  
for just and unjust, a new way to live.  Refrain

For ev’ryone born, a place at the table,  
to live without fear, and simply to be,  
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,  
for ev’ryone born, the right to be free.  Refrain

Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation responds…Hear our prayer. 



Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “We Are An Offering” (CCLI 16220) 

We lift our voices We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You We are an offering 
Lord use our voices Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours We are an offering 

All that we have All that we are 
All that we hope to be  
We give to You We give to You 

We lift our voices We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering We are an offering 

Offering Prayer 
P: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you 
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
P: All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 

Distribution of Holy Communion (Those receiving the meal for the first time will commune first, followed by the 
rest of the congregation.) 



Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Blessing 

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “This Little Light of Mine” (One License 28128)

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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