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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Call to Worship:  “Jesus It’s You We Love” (Video 1:12)

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 
endless. 
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter:…like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 
righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “Great Is The Lord” (CCLI 1149) 

(1)  Great is the Lord 

He is holy and just 

By His power we trust in 
His love 

Great is the Lord 

He is faithful and true 

By His mercy He proves  
He is love 

(2)  Great is the Lord 

And worthy of glory 

Great is the Lord 

And worthy of praise 

Great is the Lord 

Now lift up your voice 

Now lift up your voice 

Great is the Lord 

(3)  Great are You Lord 

And worthy of glory 

Great are You Lord 

And worthy of praise 

Great are You Lord 

I lift up my voice 

I lift up my voice 

Great are You Lord 

(4)  Great are You Lord 

Great are You Lord 

Great are You Lord 

Great are You Lord 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise:  “Now The Feast and Celebration” (ELW 167) 

Refrain
Now the feast and celebration, 
all of creation sings for joy 
to the God of life and love and freedom; 
praise and glory forevermore! 

Verse 1 
Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
whose blood has freed and united us 
to be one great people of God.  Refrain

Verse 2 
Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain

Verse 3 
For God has come to dwell with us, 
to make us people of God;  
to make all things new.  Refrain



Prayer of the Day 
P: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 
transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps 
me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking 
is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds 
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And 
the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, 
sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are 
made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this 
ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:  “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (ELW 519) 

Verse 1 
Open your ears, O faithful people, 
open your ears and hear God's word. 
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
God has come to you. 

Refrain
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 

Verse 2 
They who have ears to hear the message, 
they who have ears, now let them hear; 
they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
let them hear God's word.  Refrain

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 
the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 



and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called the crowd with 
his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 
Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “Will You Come and Follow Me” (ELW 798) 

"Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me? 

"Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

"Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?" 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 



He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation responds…Hear our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “We Are An Offering” (CCLI 16220) 

We lift our voices We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You We are an offering 
Lord use our voices Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours We are an offering 

All that we have All that we are 
All that we hope to be  
We give to You We give to You 

We lift our voices We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering We are an offering 

Offering Prayer 
P: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you 
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 



trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
P: All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Blessing 

P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733)

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain

Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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