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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Call to Worship: “A New Beginning” (Video)

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is
endless.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter,...like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love
our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in = Christ Jesus, God makes you
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen

Hymn: “Lord of Light” (ELW 688)
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
Hymn of Praise: “Now The Feast and Celebration” (ELW 167)

Refrain Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

Power and riches, wisdom and might,
all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain

For God has come to dwell with us,
to make us people of God;
to make all things new. Refrain

Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching
out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

°Seek the LorD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel,
with no one to quench it. “Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!
“They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. *'Therefore because
you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall
not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. *’For | know how
many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate. “*Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil
time. *“Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as
you have said. °Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LoRD, the God of
hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16

?Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. **And before him
no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.
“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast to our confession. °For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our




weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. *°Let us therefore
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (ELW 519)

Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God's word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.

Refrain God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!

They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, now let them hear;
they who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God's word. Refrain

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 10:17-31

"As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” **Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone. **You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.” ” “’He said
to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” “"Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then
come, follow me.” “?When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
**Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter
the kingdom of God!” **And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! “°It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” °They were greatly astounded and said to
one another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not
for God; for God all things are possible.” “®Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and
followed you.” “Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, *®who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. **But many who are first will be last, and the last will be
first.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: “Faith Begins by Letting Go” (ACS 1004)

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation responds...Hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering



Offering Song: “We Are An Offering” (CCLI 16220)

We lift our voices We lift our hands

We lift our lives up to You We are an offering

Lord use our voices Lord use our hands

Lord use our lives they are Yours We are an offering

All that we have All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You We give to You

We lift our voices We lift our hands

We lift our lives up to You

We are an offering We are an offering
Offering Prayer
P: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Blessing

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, = one God,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.



Sending Song: “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” (ELW 769)

If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.
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