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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Call to Worship:  “Love God and Love People” (Video 1:18)

Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 
endless. 
C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter…like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “Gather Us In” (ELW 532) 

Verse 1 
 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

Verse 2 
 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 

Verse 3 
 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

Verse 4 
 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times 
of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 



Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
1Now this is the commandment — the statutes and the ordinances — that the LORD your God charged me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, 2so that you and your children and 
your children's children may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and 
his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, O Israel, and 
observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing 
with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 4Hear, O Israel: The LORD 
is our God, the LORD alone. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your might. 6Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to 
your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when 
you rise. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9and write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: Hebrews 9:11-14 
11But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect 
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 12he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with 
the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of 
goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their 
flesh is purified, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:  “Open Our Eyes” (CCLI 1572) 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 
28One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them 
well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 



soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 32Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, 
Teacher; you have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33and 'to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and 'to love one's neighbor as oneself,' — this 
is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34When Jesus saw that he answered 
wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask him any 
question. 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (ELW 631) 

Pu
blic Domain. 



Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…Your mercy is great. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Song: “Give Thanks” (CCLI 20285) 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given 
Jesus Christ His Son 

And now let the weak say I am strong 
Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us 

Give thanks 

Offering Prayer 
P:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the 
gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
P:  All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Blessing 

P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “To Be Your Presence” (ELW 546)

Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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