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Lessons and Carols for Christmas  
Welcome and Announcements  

Opening Carol:  “The First Noel” (ELW #300, verses 1,2,3) 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 

Public Domain 

P: The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”.(Luke 2:10-11) 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people through the 
birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, messiness, and 
vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in 
love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P:  Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, 
and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
C:  Forgive our lack of faith and trust.
P:  Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
C:  Forgive our neglect of the poor.
P:  The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
C:  Forgive our selfishness and complacency.
P:  With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today is born 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you 
know the peace which the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 
C:  Amen. 



Gathering Carol: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (ELW 275 verses 1,2,4) 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
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Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Psalm 8 (read responsively) 
1O LORD, our Sovereign, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
mortals that you care for them? 
5Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under their feet, 
7all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9O LORD, our Sovereign, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

P:  “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”



Lesson:  Isaiah 12:2-6 
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in 
that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that 
his name is exalted. 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Response:  “Jesus Name Above All Names” (CCLI 21291 verse 1 only) 

Jesus name above all names 
Beautiful Savior glorious Lord 
Emmanuel God is with us 
Blessed Redeemer living Word 

Lesson:  Matthew 1:18-21 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 

Carol:  “Away in a Manager” (ELW 277) 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
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P:  “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”

Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-3, 11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good 
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 



Response:  “Jesus Name Above All Names” (CCLI 21291 verse 1 only) 

Jesus name above all names 
Beautiful Savior glorious Lord 
Emmanuel God is with us 
Blessed Redeemer living Word 

Lesson: John 1:19-23, 29-34 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who 
are you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 21And they asked him, 
"What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then they 
said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 
23He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the 
prophet Isaiah said. 29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of 
me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, 
that he might be revealed to Israel." 32And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." 

Carol:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” (ELW 294) 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heav'n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man I would do my part; 
yet what I can give him—give my heart. 
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P:  “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”

Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe 
filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and said: "Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."  4The pivots on the thresholds shook at 
the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!" 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair 
of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 



Response:  “Jesus Name Above All Names” (CCLI 21291 verse 1 only) 

Jesus name above all names 
Beautiful Savior glorious Lord 
Emmanuel God is with us 
Blessed Redeemer living Word 

Lesson: Luke 1:26-35 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came 
to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

Carol:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (ELW #279)   

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
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Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 



by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God,, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Carol:  “Love Has Come” (ELW 292) 

Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you. 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast 
of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 
P:  May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the 

shepherds, and the everlasting peace of Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Carol:  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (ELW 270) 

(Verse 1) 
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 

(Verse 2) 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain

(Verse 3) 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth.  Refrain

Dismissal 
P:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
P:  Go in peace. Serve our Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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