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Second Sunday of Advent  
Call to Worship:  “True Meaning of Christmas” (Video)

Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the 
hungry with good things. 
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait…in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing 
that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in 
material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn 
away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen.

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins 
are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine 
mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264) 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the 
Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Baptize us with 
the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed 
us, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 
C:  Amen.

Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of 
the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD

of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to 
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how 
I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:  “Wait for the Lord” (ELW 262) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 



P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (ELW 249) 

Public Domain 

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 



He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…Your mercy is great. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “For the Fruit of All Creation” (ELW 679) Verse 1 Only 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to ev'ry nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God. 

Offering Prayer 
P:  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your 
people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and 
our peace. 
C: Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
P:  Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 



Distribution of Holy Communion 

Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your 
word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 

Dismissal 
P:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
P:  Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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