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January 5, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Second Sunday of Christmas
Call to Worship: “Out with the Old”

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn: “Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly” (WOV 634)

Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower
us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the LorD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim,
give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” ®See, | am going to bring them from
the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame,




those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. “With weeping they shall
come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path
in which they shall not stumble; for | have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. ‘°Hear the
word of the LoRrD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” *'For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed
him from hands too strong for him. **They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be
radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock
and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. *Then shall
the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning
into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. *“I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

°Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, °to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
’In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace °that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, ‘°as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. **In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,
‘%50 that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; *this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia” (ELW 174)
Gospel Acclamation
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 1:1-18
*In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in the beginning
with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has




come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. °He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. °He was in the
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. **He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept him. *’But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, “*who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. **And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. *>(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ) **From his fullness we have
all received, grace upon grace. ' The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. **No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known.

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Joy Has Dawned” (CCLI 4408246)

(Verse 1) (Verse 2)

Joy has dawned upon the world Sounds of wonder fill the sky
Promised from creation With the songs of angels
God's salvation now unfurled As the mighty Prince of Life
Hope for ev'ry nation Shelters in a stable

Not with fanfares from above Hands that set each star in place
Not with scenes of glory Shaped the earth in darkness
But a humble gift of love Cling now to a mother's breast
Jesus born of Mary Vulnerable and helpless
(Verse 3) (Verse 4)

Shepherds bow before the Lamb Son of Adam Son of heaven
Gazing at the glory Given as a ransom

Gifts of men from distant lands Reconciling God and man
Prophesy the story Christ our mighty Champion
Gold a King is born today What a Savior what a Friend
Incense God is with us What a glorious mystery
Myrrh His death will make a way Once a babe in Bethlehem

By His blood He'll win us Now the Lord of history

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Merciful God,
Congregation responds...receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song: “Lord Be Glorified” (CCLI 26368 verses 1 & 3)

In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified
In my life, Lord, be glorified today

In Your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified
In Your church, Lord, be glorified today

Offering Prayer

P: Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your
gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation,
in Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.

Distribution of Holy Communion



Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

P: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared
this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power

of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: “Joy to the World” (ELW 267)

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

let ev'ry heart prepare him room

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground,;

he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love. Public Domain
Dismissal
P: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.
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