Complete Worship Folder
January 9, 2022 - 8:00 3.m. & 10:30 3.m.
January 12, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Baptism of Our Lord
Call to Worship: “Father in Heaven”

Welcome and Announcements

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light
and our salvation.
C: Amen.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give
thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By
water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in
Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

Hymn: “Baptized in Water” (ELW 456)
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

‘But now thus says the LoRD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for |
have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. “When you pass through the waters, 1 will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. °For | am the LorD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. “Because you are precious in my
sight, and honored, and I love you, | give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. °Do not
fear, for 1 am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west 1 will gather you; °1 will
say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth—'everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

““Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
John to them. **The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit *°(for as yet
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). ‘' Then
Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia” (ELW 174)
Gospel Acclamation

Celtic Alleluia
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Public Domain
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, *°*John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. *’His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” *Now when all the people were baptized,
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, ?and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you | am well pleased.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “When Jesus Came to Jordan” (ELW 305)

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John,

he did not come for pardon but as the Sinless One.

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss,
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross.

So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man,
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make;
this very day invade us, and ev'ry bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...God of grace,
Congregation responds...hear our prayer.




Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song: “Lord Be Glorified” (CCLI 26368 verses 1 & 3)

In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified
In my life, Lord, be glorified today

In Your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified
In Your church, Lord, be glorified today

Offering Prayer

P: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our
journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry
world, in the name of Christ our light.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

P: We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring
good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.



Blessing

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, -+
bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” (ELW 451)

We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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And if we have been u - mnit - ed in a dread-ful death ke his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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in a song that has no end - ing. . . .. A - men

Dismissal

P: As an open and progressive congregation,

C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.

P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
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