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Third Sunday of Easter  
Call to Worship:  “Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140) 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true; 
With thanksgiving,  
I'll be a living sanctuary for You. (repeat 2 more times)

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
(repeat 2 more times) 

Welcome and Announcements  

Hymn: “Our God Saves” (CCLI 4972837) 

In the name of the Father in the name of the Son 
In the name of the Spirit Lord we come 
We're gather'd together to lift up Your name 
To call on our Savior to fall on Your grace 
Hear the joyful sound of our offering 
As Your saints bow down as Your people sing 
We will rise with You lifted on Your wings 
And the world will see that 

Chorus Our God saves our God saves 
There is hope in Your name 
Mourning turns to songs of praise 
Our God saves our God saves 

Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

“This is the Feast” (ELW Setting 4, page 149) 

(Leader) This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

(All) Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.



Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty 
and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Acts 9:1-20 
1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.10Now there was a disciple in 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man 
of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come 
in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 
16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias went and entered 
the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your 
way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and 
after taking some food, he regained his strength.  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 
11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that 
is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia” (ELW Setting 4, page 151) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 



P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 21:1-19 
1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He 
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they 
were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It 
is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not 
far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, 
with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon 
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples 
dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third 
time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 
my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever 
you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt 
around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which 
he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 



Hymn of the Day: “Christ Is Risen! Allelulia!” (ELW 382) 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 Gratefully our hearts adore him 
 as his light once more appears; 
 bowing down in joy before him, 
 rising up from griefs and tears. 

Refrain Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
Risen our victorious head! 
Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
Christ is risen from the dead! 

 Christ is risen! All the sadness 
 of our Lenten fast is o'er; 
 through the open gates of gladness 
 he returns to life once more; 
 death and hell before him bending 
 see him rise, the victor now, 
 angels on his steps attending, 
 glory round his wounded brow.  Refrain

 Christ is risen! All the sorrow 
 that last evening round him lay 
 now has found a glorious morrow 
 in the rising of today. 
 See the grave its firstfruits giving, 
 springing up from holy ground; 
 Christ was dead, but now is living; 

he was lost, but he is found.  Refrain

 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
 death or hell shall us enthrall. 
 We are Christ's, in him forever 
 we have triumphed over all. 
 All the doubting and dejection 
 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
 hail the day of resurrection! 
 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain

Public Domain. 

Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 



He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…God, in your mercy, 
Congregation responds…hear our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Hymn: “The Peace of the Lord” (ELW 646 verse 1 only) 

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord 
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 
The peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 184) 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

Offering Prayer 
P:  Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome 
us all at your table.  Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we 
may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving (ELW Setting 4, page 152) (sung responsively) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface (sung)
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW Setting 4, page 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel 
from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger 
than death, gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all 
this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.  
C:  Amen 



Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion/ Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  The risen Christ dwells with us here.  All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

Communion Song: “Lamb of God”  (ELW Setting 4, page 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
P:  We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our 
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 

P:  God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 



Sending Song:  “This Joyful Eastertide” (ELW 391) 

 This joyful Eastertide, 
 away with sin and sorrow! 
 My love, the Crucified, 
 has sprung to life this morrow. 

Refrain Had Christ, who once was slain, 
not burst his three-day prison, 
our faith had been in vain. 
But now has Christ arisen, 
arisen, arisen, arisen. 

 My flesh in hope shall rest 
 and for a season slumber 
 till trump from east to west 
 shall wake the dead in number.  Refrain

 Death's flood has lost its chill 
 since Jesus crossed the river. 
 Lover of souls, from ill 
 my passing soul deliver.  Refrain

Public Domain. 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
P:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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