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Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Call to Worship:  “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” (ELW 752) 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.  (repeat 2 more times)

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
(repeat 2 more times) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light 
and our salvation. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel 
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By 
water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in 
Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
C:  Amen. 

Hymn: “Abide with Me” (ELW 629 verses 1, 3, 5) 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour; 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
heav'n's morning breaks,  
and earth's vain shadows flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. Public Domain. 



Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

“This is the Feast” (ELW Setting 4, page 149) 

(Leader) This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

(All) Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what 
you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be 
fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Acts 16:16-34 
16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry 
out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing 
this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19But when her owners saw that their hope 
of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 
authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our 
city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 
22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them 
to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered 
the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 
27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 
since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 
30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 



he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before 
them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that 
they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my 
angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 
star.” 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who 
is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 20The one who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the 
saints. Amen. 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia” (ELW Setting 4, page 151) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 17:20-26 
[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so 
that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that 
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire 
that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given 
me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know 
you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 



Hymn of the Day: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (ELW 392) 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"? 

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's redeemer, hear our plea 
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 
As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, 
here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 

Public Domain. 

Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…God, in your mercy, 
Congregation responds…hear our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 



Hymn: “The Peace of the Lord” (ELW 646 verse 1 only) 

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord 
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 
The peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 184) 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

Offering Prayer 
P:  Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome 
us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may 
be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving (ELW Setting 4, page 152) (sung responsively) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (sung)
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW Setting 4, page 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel 
from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger 
than death, gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all 
this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.  
C:  Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion/ Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  The risen Christ dwells with us here.  All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 



Communion Song: “Lamb of God”  (ELW Setting 4, page 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
P:  We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our 
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 

P:  God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (ELW 655) 

 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 

 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
 so may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; 
 freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
 yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 we but stewards of your bounty 
 held in solemn trust will be. 

 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
 King of love and Prince of peace; 
 hush the storm of strife and passion, 
 bid its cruel discords cease. 
 By your patient years of toiling, 
 by your silent hours of pain, 
 quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
 stem our selfish greed of gain. 



 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race: 
 by your praying, by your willing 
 that your people should be one, 
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 
 here on earth your will be done. 

Public Domain. 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
P:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying, Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under 
ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 

The Peace of the Lord, Text: Anders Ruuth; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 Augsburg Fortress. English text © Lutheran World Federation. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under 
ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights 
reserved 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Public Domain © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006501. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 


