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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Call to Worship: “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)

Lord, listen to your children praying,

Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying,

send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. (repeat 2 more times)

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!
(repeat 2 more times)

Hymn: “How Great Is Our God” (CCLI 4348399)

The splendor of the King
Clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice
All the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice
And trembles at His voice

Chorus How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God

And age to age He stands

And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End
Beginning and the End

The Godhead three in one

Father Spirit Son

The Lion and the Lamb

The Lion and the Lamb Chorus

Bridge Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God (Repeat Bridge; Chorus)

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



“This is the Feast” (ELW Setting 4, page 149)
(Leader) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

(All) Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that
we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43

%Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to
good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid
her in a room upstairs. *8Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 3°So Peter got up and went with them; and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes,
and seeing Peter, she sat up. **He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. **This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “*Meanwhile
he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17

After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches
in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” *And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, **singing, “Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.” ¥Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they
come from?” 4] said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have




come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
®For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. *They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; *’for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and
he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia” (ELW Setting 4, page 151)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 10:22-30

“2At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, “’and Jesus was walking in
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. *“So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” *Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do
not believe. The works that | do in my Father’s name testify to me; “°but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my sheep. ’My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. %I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. “?What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. **The Father and | are one.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Have No Fear, Little Flock” (ELW 764)

Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;

have good cheer, little flock!

Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,

for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;

praise the Lord high above!



Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...God, in your mercy,
Congregation responds...hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Hymn: “The Peace of the Lord” (ELW 646 verse 1 only)

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus:

the peace of the Lord is for you and for me,
and also for all of God's children.

The peace of the Lord is for you and for me,
and also for all of God's children.

Offering
Offering Song: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 184)

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.



Offering Prayer

P: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome
us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may
be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving (ELW Setting 4, page 152) (sung responsively)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (sung)

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW Setting 4, page 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel
from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger
than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.



Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all
this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever.
C: Amen

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion/ Distribution of Holy Communion
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.

Communion Song: “Lamb of God” (ELW Setting 4, page 154)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, - bless you
now and forever.

C: Amen.



Sending Song: “Victory In Jesus” (CCLI 1259)

I heard an old old story

How a Savior came from glory
How He gave His life on Calvary
To save a wretch like me

I heard about His groaning

Of His precious blood's atoning
Then I repented of my sins

And won the victory

Chorus O victory in Jesus
My Savior forever
He sought me and bought me
With His redeeming blood
He loved me ere | knew Him
And all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory
Beneath the cleansing flood

I heard about His healing

Of His cleansing pow'r revealing

How He made the lame to walk again
And caused the blind to see

And then | cried dear Jesus

Come and heal my broken spirit

And somehow Jesus came and brought
To me the victory Chorus

I heard about a mansion

He has built for me in glory

And | heard about the streets of gold
Beyond the crystal sea

About the angels singing

And the old redemption story

And some sweet day I'll sing up there
The song of victory Chorus

Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.
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