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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Call to Worship: “Come and Fill Our Hearts” (ELW 528) (2 times)

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia!

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love endures
forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,...we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored
voices that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. We have
spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. We truly repent of things we have done
and left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we
may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen.

P: Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, | declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Hymn: “Shout to the Lord” (ELW 821)

My Jesus, my Savior,

Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days | want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,

tower of refuge and strength;

let ev'ry breath, all that I am
never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar

at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.

Nothing compares to the promise | have in you.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a

'See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day
that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ““But
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

®Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are
living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. ‘For you yourselves know how
you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without
paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. °This
was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. °For even when we
were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. *For we hear that some
of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. *>Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 1*Brothers and sisters, do
not be weary in doing what is right.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” (ELW 512)

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

SWhen some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to
God, [Jesus] said, ¢“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down.” "They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?” ¢éAnd he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my
name and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them. *“When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.” *°Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; *'there
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and
great signs from heaven. *“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name.
B3This will give you an opportunity to testify. *So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance;
5for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.
1Y ou will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to
death. *"You will be hated by all because of my name. **But not a hair of your head will perish. *By your
endurance you will gain your souls.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Give Me Jesus” (ELW 770)

In the morning when I rise,
in the morning when | rise,
in the morning when 1 rise,
give me Jesus.

Refrain Give me Jesus,
give me Jesus.
You may have all the rest,
give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry,
give me Jesus. Refrain

Just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
just about the break of day,
give me Jesus. Refrain

Oh, when | come to die,
oh, when | come to die,
oh, when | come to die,
give me Jesus. Refrain

And when | want to sing,
and when | want to sing,
and when | want to sing,
give me Jesus. Refrain Public Domain.



New Members — Affirmation of Baptism

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public affirmation of
baptism into Christ. We give you thanks for names who are making public profession with us and joining in
the ministry of Ascension Lutheran Church.

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community
of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

C: Amen.

Profession of Faith
P: 1 ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,

and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Affirmation
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
C: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.

C: Amen.



Apostles’ Creed (only at services without New Members)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation responds...receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song: “We Place upon Your Table, Lord” (ELW 467, versus 1 & 3)

We place upon your table, Lord,
where you by grace have bid us dine,
these tokens of our daily work,

the food of life, the bread and wine.

Accept them, Lord; they come from you;
we take them humbly from your hand,;
put these your gifts to higher use:

the holy meal that you command.
Public Domain.

Offering Prayer

P: Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather
our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

Communion Songs: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” (ELW 494)

For the bread which you have broken,
for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken,
now we give you thanks, O Lord.

By this promise that you love us,
by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to heav'n above us,
hallow all our lives, O Lord.

With the saints who now adore you,
seated at the heav'nly board,

may the church still waiting for you
keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.

In your service, Lord, defend us;
in our hearts keep watch and ward,;
in the world to which you send us
let your kingdom come, O Lord.

“Let Us Break Bread Together” (ELW 471)

Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain When | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain Public Domain

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.




Post Communion Prayer

P: We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a
foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus, and who
breathes on us the Spirit of hope, +F bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Sending Song: “When Peace like a River” (ELW 785)

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;

my sin, not in part, but the whole,

IS nailed to his cross and | bear it no more.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;

even so it is well with my soul. Refrain
Public Domain.

Dismissal

P: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
P: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
C: Thanks be to God.
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