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Palm Sunday  
Welcome and Announcements  

Acclamation (ELW page 256) 
P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Hosanna in the highest.
P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Hosanna in the highest.
P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 
a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through 
the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Blessing of Palms (ELW page 256) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.

P:  Let us pray….Silence is kept for reflection…. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace 
to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with 
you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C:  Amen.

Procession (ELW page 256) 
P:  Let us go forth in peace, 
C:  in the name of Christ. Amen.



Hymn: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (ELW 344) 

Refrain All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son, 
now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One.  Refrain

The company of angels are praising you on high; 
creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.  Refrain

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.  Refrain

To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  Refrain

Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 
great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King.  Refrain
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Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray…Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience 
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation:  “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” (ELW 509) (video)

God's word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; 
to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant while time shall last your church may hold it fast 
throughout all generations. 

Public Domain. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Matthew 27:11-54 
11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 

said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate 
said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, 
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered 
a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me 
to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who 
is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then 
the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; 
and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking 
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified 
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him. 37Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests also, 
along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He 
is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; 
let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with 
him also taunted him in the same way. 

45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of 
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others 
said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 
breathed his last. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared 
to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “Lamb of God” (ELW 336) 

Your only Son no sin to hide 
But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God 

Refrain Oh Lamb of God sweet Lamb of God 
I love the holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 

Your gift of love we crucified 
We laughed and scorned Him as He died 
The humble King we named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God  Refrain

I was so lost I should have died 
But You have brought me to Your side 
To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God  Refrain

Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 



Offering Song:  “Come to the Table” (ELW 481) 

Come to the table of mercy, 
prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, 
come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord's invitation; 
receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; 
drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

Offering Prayer 
A:  God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of 
your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ 
Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
C: Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
P:  Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

Distribution of Holy Communion (Those receiving the meal for the first time will commune first, followed by the 
rest of the congregation.) 



Communion Songs: “One Bread, One Body” (ELW 496) 

Refrain One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
one cup of blessing which we bless, 
and we, though many throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more.  Refrain

Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all.  Refrain

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one for all.  Refrain

“Ah, Holy Jesus” (ELW 349) 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
O most afflicted.  

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
I crucified thee.  

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;  
for our atonement, while we nothing heeded,  
God interceded.  

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
for my salvation. 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
not my deserving. 

Public Domain. 



“Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

Just as I am; thy love unknown 
has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to 
your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 

P:  God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in 
this Lenten journey. 
C: Amen. 



Sending Song:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” (ELW 338) 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I long to take my stand; 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land, 
a home within a wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and burdens of the day. 

Upon the cross of Jesus, 
my eye at times can see 
the very dying form of one 
who suffered there for me. 
And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
two wonders I confess: 
the wonder of his glorious love 
and my unworthiness. 

I take, O cross, your shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all, the cross. 

Public Domain. 

Dismissal 
P:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
P:  Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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