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Second Sunday in Lent
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with the
gift of grace.

C: Amen.

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,...we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy
word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we
cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This

promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you
in the Spirit’s power.
C: Amen

Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth” (ELW 879)

For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

For the wonder of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flow'r,

sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

For the joy of ear and eye,

for the heart and mind's delight,

for the mystic harmony

linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth and friends above;

for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

For each perfect gift of thine,

peace on earth and joy in heav'n;

for thyself, best gift divine,

to our world so freely giv'in: Refrain Public Domain.



Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Letus pray...O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to
all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that |
will show you. 2l will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” “4So Abram went, as the LoRD had told him; and Lot went with him.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” *Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. °But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. **For the promise that he would inherit the world did not
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. **If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. **For the law brings wrath;
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. ®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made
you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead
and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” (ELW 509)

God's word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever;

to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay.

Lord, grant while time shall last your church may hold it fast

throughout all generations.
Public Domain.

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: John 3:1-17

!Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ?He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 3Jesus answered, “Very truly,
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. *What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be
born from above.” 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 1%Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do
not receive our testimony. 2If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe
if 1 tell you about heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, Sthat whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ***For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 1"“Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Nearer My God To Thee” (CCLI 78835)

Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee

E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me

Still all my song shall be nearer my God to Thee
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee

Though like the wanderer the sun gone down
Darkness be over me my rest a stone

Yet in my dreams I'd be nearer my God to Thee
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee

There let the way appear steps unto heav'n
All that Thou sendest me in mercy giv'n
Angels to beckon me nearer my God to Thee
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee

Then with my waking tho'ts bright with Thy praise
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise

So by my woes to be nearer my God to Thee
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee

Or if on joyful wing cleaving the sky

Sun moon and stars forgot upward | fly

Still all my song shall be nearer my God to Thee
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Merciful God,
Congregation responds...receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song: “Come to the Table” (ELW 481)

Come to the table of mercy,

prepared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hungry and thirsty,
come, and your souls will be fed.
Come at the Lord's invitation;
receive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of salvation;

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Offering Prayer

A: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of
your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ
Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

Communion Songs: “One Bread, One Body” (ELW 496)

Refrain One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more. Refrain

Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. Refrain

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. Refrain

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (ELW 807)

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;

may | still thy goodness prove.

Here | raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God,;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor

daily I'm constrained to be;

let that grace now like a fetter

bind my wand'ring heart to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;

prone to leave the God I love.

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;

seal it for thy courts above. Public Domain.
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“Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140) (acapella)

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,

Pure and holy, tried and true;

With thanksgiving,

I'll be a living sanctuary for You. (repeat)

Post-Communion Blessing

P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to

your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.
C: Amen

Blessing

P: God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in

this Lenten journey.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: “How Firm a Foundation” (ELW 796)

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

"Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed,

for 1 am your God and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design

your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Dismissal

A: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
A: Go in peace. Serve in love.

C: Thanks be to God.

Public Domain.
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