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Third Sunday of Advent  
Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation. 
C: Amen.

P:  God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess 
our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Everlasting God,…you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-
centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in systems of 
exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us 
with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for 
the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

P:  Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with robes of 

righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, 
and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (ELW 239) 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
and ev'ry voice a song. 

He comes the pris'ners to release, 
in Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
with your beloved name. 

Public Domain. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P:  Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to parched ground and life out of 
death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. Give us strength and patience, 
trusting that you are true to your promises. Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at 
hand. 
C:  Amen 
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Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray…Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 
your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Christmas Program 

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Song:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Offering Prayer 
A:  God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless these 
gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.  Come, take your place at the table. 

Communion Songs: “All Earth Is Hopeful” (ELW 266) 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
she conceived him, "God with us," our brother, whose birth 
restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (ELW 242) 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav'nly door  
and lives now inside us forever. 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near,  
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul  
and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll  
to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
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In darkest night his coming shall be,  
when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free,  
so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong,  
and weapons be broken asunder. 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  
though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer  
and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev'ry day we share  
and bring us at last into glory. 

Post-Communion Blessing
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray.  Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together. 
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, brought to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing 

P:  The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the Spirit ☩ remain 
upon you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song:  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (ELW 244) 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 
shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
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Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 
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Dismissal 
A:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
A:  Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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