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First Sunday in Lent  
Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW Setting 1, page 94-96) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God,…we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 

Hymn: “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” (ELW 326)

Bless now, O God, the journey  
that all your people make, 
the path through noise and silence,  
the way of give and take. 
The trail is found in desert  
and winds the mountain round, 
then leads beside still waters, 
the road where faith is found. 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims  
who share this winding way; 
your hope burns through the terrors,  
your love sustains the day. 
We yearn for holy freedom 
while often we are bound; 
together we are seeking  
the road where faith is found. 
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Divine eternal lover,  
you meet us on the road. 
We wait for land of promise  
where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places,  
you meet us all around. 
Our covenant is written  
on roads, as faith is found. 

Greeting
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie (ELW Setting 1, page 98-99) (spoken)
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the 
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your 
holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to 
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 25:1-10 (Read Responsively)
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.  
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day 
long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up- right, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and your 
testimonies.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to 
the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which 
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 504 verse 4) 

God's Word forever shall abide, 
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 
goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, 
they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever! 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he 
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and 
he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: “When We Are Tested” (ACS 922) 

When we are tested and wrestle alone, 
famished for bread when the world offers stone, 
nourish us, God, by your word and your way, 
food that sustains us by night and by day. 

When in the desert we cry for relief, 
pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 
lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 
trusting your presence, our only true rest. 

When we are tempted to barter our souls, 
trading the truth for the pow'r to control, 
teach us to worship and praise only you, 
seeking your will in the work that we do. 

When we have struggled and searched through the night, 
sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, 
Savior, surround us with circles of care, 
angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 

Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…Your mercy is great. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 
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Offering Song:  “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 186)

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Public Domain. 

Offering Prayer (ELW Setting 1, page 107)
P:  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen.

Great Thanksgiving (ELW Setting 1, page 107) (sung) 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (ELW Setting 1, page 108) (sung) 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW Setting 1, page 108) (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
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Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW Setting 1, page 111) (spoken)
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age 
to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 

C:  Christ has died.
C:  Christ is risen.
C:  Christ will come again.

P:  O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe 
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
C:  Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (sung)

“Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen” 

Public Domain 
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Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Communion Songs: “Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140) 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true; 
With thanksgiving,  
I'll be a living sanctuary for You. (repeat 3 times) 

“As the Grains of Wheat” (ELW 465) 

Refrain As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread;  
so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
be gathered into one in you. 

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain

“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW 473)

Holy, holy, holy, 
my heart, my heart adores you. 
My heart is glad to say the words: 
You are holy, God. (repeat as needed)

Public Domain. 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer (ELW Setting 1, page 114) 
A:  Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 

Blessing (ELW Setting 1, page 114) 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon 

you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Song:  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” (ELW 325) 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

Public Domain 

Dismissal 
A:  As an open and progressive congregation, 
C:  we boldly make Christ’s vision known. 
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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