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Third Sunday in Lent
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW Setting 1, page 94-96)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,...we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Hymn: “Built on a Rock” (ELW 652)

Built on a rock the church shall stand,
even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land,
bells still are chiming and calling—
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

Surely, in temples made with hands
God the Most High is not dwelling—
high in the heav'ns his temple stands,
all earthly temples excelling.

Yet God who dwells in heav'n above
deigns to abide with us in love,
making our bodies his temple.

Christ builds a house of living stones:
we are his own habitation;

he fills our hearts, his humble thrones,
granting us life and salvation.

Where two or three will seek his face,
he in their midst will show his grace,
blessings upon them bestowing.
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Yet in this house, an earthly frame,
Jesus the children is blessing;
hither we come to praise his name,
faith in our Savior confessing.
Jesus to us his Spirit sent,

making with us his covenant,
granting his children the kingdom.

Through all the passing years, O Lord,

grant that, when church bells are ringing,

many may come to hear your Word,

who here this promise is bringing:

"l know my own, my own know me;

you, not the world, my face shall see;

my peace | leave with you. Amen."
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie (ELW Setting 1, page 98-99) (spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously.
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17

1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LorD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. #You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. °You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LorD your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, ®but showing
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. "You shall not
make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his
name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. °Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 1°But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter,
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made
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heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day and consecrated it. ?Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the LORD your God is giving you. *¥You shall not murder. **You shall not commit adultery. **You shall
not steal. ®You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 1"You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 19 (Read Responsively)

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.

20One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,

“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, where God has
pitched a tent for the sun.

®1t comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

®1t goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; nothing is
hidden from its burning heat.

"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom
to the simple.

8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear and
gives light to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
OMore to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey
in the comb.

1By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.

12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.

BAbove all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall | be
whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14_et the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my
strength and my redeemer.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. '°For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning
| will thwart.” 2Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2*For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. ?For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2*but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles, 2*but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. ?°For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!



Gospel Acclamation: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 504 verse 4)

God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;

for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 2:13-22

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. *In the temple he found people selling
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. **Making a whip of cords, he drove all
of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables. *®He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 'His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.” ¥The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” **Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days 1 will raise it up.” 2°The Jews then said, “This temple
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 2'But he was speaking
of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: “Canticle of the Turning” (ELW 723)

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

Though 1 am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. Refrain

From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;

there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. Refrain

Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:

God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Hear us, O God,
Congregation responds...Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering



Offering Song: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 186)

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Public Domain.

Offering Prayer (ELW Setting 1, page 107)

P: Letus pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving (ELW Setting 1, page 107) (sung)

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: Wel lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (ELW Setting 1, page 108) (sung)

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy Holy Holy” (ELW Setting 1, page 108) (sung)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Thanksgiving at the Table (ELW Setting 1, page 111) (spoken)
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age
to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

C: Christ has died.
C: Christis risen.
C: Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.




Communion Songs:  “Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140)

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,

Pure and holy, tried and true;

With thanksgiving,

I'll be a living sanctuary for You. (repeat 3 times)

“How Great Thou Art” (ELW 856)

O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, | hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades | wander,

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

when | look down from lofty mountain grandeur

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, | scarce can take it in,

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing

he bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then | shall bow in humble adoration

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain



“God Loved the World” (ELW 323)

God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son the lost to save,

that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,

who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone

are built on this chief cornerstone.

If you are ill, if death draws near,

this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus rescues us from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.

Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
forgives all sins that you have done,
and justified by Jesus' blood,

your baptism grants the highest good.

All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,

be praise now and eternally!
Public Domain.

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer (ELW Setting 1, page 114)

A: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing (ELW Setting 1, page 114)

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon
you with favor and +F give you peace.

C: Amen.



Sending Song: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (ELW 705)

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow';
crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways!

From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the living of these days, for the living of these days,

Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

lest we miss your kingdom's goal, lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore.
Public Domain.

Dismissal

A: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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