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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Welcome and Announcements

Hymn: “Shepherd Me, O God” (ELW 780)

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,
beyond my fears, from death into life.

God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain

Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain

Though | should wander the valley of death,
| fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain

You have set me a banquet of love
in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold. Refrain

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me
all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Letus pray...O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. “When they had made the prisoners stand
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, °let it be known to all of you,
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 1 This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected
by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” *?There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!




Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. 1’"How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help? *8Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. **And
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 2°whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. ?*Beloved, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have boldness before God; ?2and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. 22And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given
us.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Thy Word” (CCLI 14301 Chorus Only)

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 10:11-18

[Jesus said:] *“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. *2The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. *3The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does
not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, ®just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. °1 have other sheep that do not belong
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
YFor this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. ®No one takes it
from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again.
I have received this command from my Father.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Build a Longer Table” (ACS 1062)

Build a longer table, not a higher wall,

feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;

where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,

Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.
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Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.

Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...God of grace,
Congregation responds...hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offering Song: “Come to the Table” (ELW 481)

Come to the table of mercy,

prepared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hungry and thirsty,

come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord's invitation;

receive from his nail-scarred hand.

Eat of the bread of salvation;

drink of the blood of the Lamb. (repeat)
Offering Prayer
A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding
love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C: Amen.




Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table.

Communion Songs: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (ELW 778)

The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want.
he makes me down to lie

in pastures green; he leadeth me

the quiet waters by.

He leadeth me, he leadeth me

the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake;
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake.

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will | fear no ill;

for thou art with me, and thy rod

and staff me comfort still;

for thou art with me, and thy rod

and staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast richly spread
in presence of my foes;

my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

My head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
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Goodness and mercy all my life

shall surely follow me,

and in God's house forevermore

my dwelling-place shall be;

and in God's house forevermore

my dwelling-place shall be. Public Domain.

“l Love You Lord” (CCLI 25266)

I love You Lord

And | lift my voice

To worship You

O my soul rejoice

Take joy my King

In what You hear

May it be a sweet sweet sound

In Your ear (repeat twice)

“Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140)

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,

Pure and holy, tried and true;

With thanksgiving,

I'll be a living sanctuary for You. (repeat 3 times)

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Letus pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer
and friend.

C: Amen

Blessing
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope F bless you now
and always.

C: Amen.

Sending Song: “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” (ELW 534)
Savior, again to your dear name we raise
with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
once more we bless you ere our worship cease,
then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace.

Grant us your peace upon our homeward way;



with you began, with you shall end the day;
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
that in this house have called upon your name.

Grant us your peace, Lord, through the coming night;
for us transform its darkness into light.

Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn;

your evening presence promise to your own.

Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life,
our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease,

call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace.
Public Domain.

Dismissal

A: As an open and progressive congregation,
C: we boldly make Christ’s vision known.
A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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