
  

Complete Worship Folder 
October 26, 2025 - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

October 29, 2025 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8695 Gratiot Road   Saginaw, MI  48609   (989)781-2170 
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net 
Julie Bailey, Pastor        
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am  
Wednesday Worship 7:00pm 
 



1 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost          

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Call to Worship: “Change” (video) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be God, the Holy Trinity + the giver of all good, the source of all joy. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of all,…You have given us all that we need and you ask that we share your abundance. We confess 

that we have not responded to your call to be open channels of your grace. We clench our fists when you 

ask for open hands; we close our minds when you ask for grace toward our neighbors. Open our hearts 

to live in the abundance of your creation; loosen our grip and restore our souls, that we may freely give 

and receive.  Amen. 

 

P:  Beloved in Christ, God makes all things new. In the name of Christ, + you are forgiven. Your hearts are 

unfurled; your grasping is unbound. You are free to live as flowing streams of God’s abundant grace. 

C: Amen 

 

Hymn: “Shout to the Lord” (ELW 821) 

 

My Jesus, my Savior, 

Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise 

the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, 

tower of refuge and strength; 

let ev'ry breath, all that I am 

never cease to worship you. 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 

power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray… God of all, you created us for humility and grace. Where there is contempt, may we 

share your mercy. Where there is brokenness, may we turn again toward healing. Hold us in your love, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church 
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First Reading: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
7 Although our iniquities testify against us, 

 act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; 

our rebellions indeed are many, 

 and we have sinned against you. 
8 O hope of Israel, 

 its savior in time of trouble, 

why should you be like a stranger in the land, 

 like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
9 Why should you be like someone confused, 

 like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 

Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, 

 and we are called by your name; 

 do not forsake us! 
10 Thus says the LORD concerning this people: 

Truly they have loved to wander; 

 they have not restrained their feet; 

therefore the LORD does not accept them; 

 now he will remember their iniquity 

 and punish their sins. 
19 Have you completely rejected Judah? 

 Does your heart loathe Zion? 

Why have you struck us down 

 so that there is no healing for us? 

We look for peace but find no good, 

 for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
20 We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, 

 the iniquity of our ancestors, 

 for we have sinned against you. 
21 Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 

 do not dishonor your glorious throne; 

 remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
22 Can any idols of the nations bring rain, 

 or can the heavens give showers? 

Is it not you, O LORD our God? 

 We set our hope on you, 

 for it is you who do all this. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought 

the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to 

all who have longed for his appearing. 

 16 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 
17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from 

every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation:  “Hallelujah! Praise Ye the Lord!” (LS 179) 
 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord! 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord! 

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord!      Public Domain 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 18:9-17 
9 [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others 

with contempt:10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, 

rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But 

the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than 

the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Take My Life, That I May Be” (ELW 583) 
 

Refrain Take my life, that I may be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use 

ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  
 

Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  
 

Take my will and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart, it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 
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Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends…God of grace, 

Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Song:  “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise” (CCLI 9990) 
 

We bring the sacrifice of praise 

Into the house of the Lord 

We bring the sacrifice of praise 

Into the house of the Lord 

And we offer up to You 

The sacrifices of thanksgiving 

And we offer up to You 

The sacrifices of joy 

Offering Prayer 

A:  God of life, You have blessed us with every good gift. Open us to share all that we have been given and to 

love the world in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen.  
 

Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 

P:  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

 

Communion Songs: “O Come to the Altar” (CCLI 7051511) (video) 

 

“Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140) 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

Pure and holy, tried and true; 

With thanksgiving,  

I'll be a living sanctuary for You. 

(repeat as necessary to finish communion) 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

A:  Let us pray.  Abundant God, You have nourished us with life, love, and grace. Fill us to the brim with your 

care, that we may go into the world with open arms and open hearts to share your peace with the world. 

C:  Amen 

 

Blessing 

P:  May God bless you and keep you. May God’s mercy flow freely through you. May you be filled with the 

abundance of God’s love + and held in God’s peace.  

C: Amen. 
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Sending Song:  “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” (ELW 208) 

 

Praise to you, O God of mercy: 

thanks be to you forever! 

Raising high the weak and lowly: 

thanks be to you forever! 

 

From of old you loved and sought us: 

thanks be to you forever! 

Truth and justice you have taught us: 

thanks be to you forever! 

 

Strong is your faithfulness, 

strong is your love, 

rememb'ring your covenant of life with us. 

 

Praise to you, O God of mercy: 

thanks be to you forever! 

Raising high the weak and lowly: 

thanks be to you forever! 

Thanks be to you forever! 

 

Dismissal 

C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 

Open Lives, and an Open Table. 

A:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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