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Complete Worship Folder
November 16, 2025 - 8:00 3.m. & 10:30 3.m.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Twenty-third week after Pentecost

Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship: “We Are The Church Together” (video)
Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be God, the Holy Trinity + the giver of all good, the source of all joy.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all,...You have given us all that we need and you ask that we share your abundance. We confess
that we have not responded to your call to be open channels of your grace. We clench our fists when you
ask for open hands; we close our minds when you ask for grace toward our neighbors. Open our hearts
to live in the abundance of your creation; loosen our grip and restore our souls, that we may freely give

and receive. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God makes all things new. In the name of Christ, + you are forgiven. Your hearts are
unfurled; your grasping is unbound. You are free to live as flowing streams of God’s abundant grace.

C: Amen

Hymn: “Here I Am Lord” (ELW 574)

Greeting

“I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night, |1 will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?"

Refrain Here | am, Lord. Isit I, Lord?
| have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

"I, the Lord of snow and rain, | have borne my people's pain.

I have wept for love of them. They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall | send?" Refrain

"I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them. Whom shall | send?" Refrain

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Holy and Gracious God, we hear you call us to serve you, both inside and outside the
walls of this building and it can be overwhelming. Take our hands and guide our feet as we say “Here I
am Lord”. Send me knowing full well that you will walk the path with us. In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Joel 2:28-29

28 Then afterward | will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 2° Even on the male and female slaves, in those
days I will pour out my spirit.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

1| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the
same function, ®so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ®We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; " ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ®the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Hallelujah! Praise Ye the Lord!” (LS 179)

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Public Domain

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ° Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit 2 and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.




Sermon “Faith In Action” (video)
Hymn of the Day: “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (ELW 659)

Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav'lers on the road;

we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow

till we've seen this journey through.

Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying,

send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.



The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Hear us, O God,
Congregation responds...your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering (Sing during the collection)
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779, verses 1-2)

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now 1 see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!
Public Domain

Offering Song: “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise” (CCLI 9990)

We bring the sacrifice of praise
Into the house of the Lord
We bring the sacrifice of praise
Into the house of the Lord
And we offer up to You
The sacrifices of thanksgiving
And we offer up to You
The sacrifices of joy
Offering Prayer
A: God of life, You have blessed us with every good gift. Open us to share all that we have been given and to
love the world in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
P: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s mercy flow freely through you. May you be filled with the

abundance of God’s love + and held in God’s peace.
C: Amen.



Sending Song: “They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” (CCLI 26997)

We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity May one day be restored

Chorus:  And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are Christians
By our love

We will walk with each other We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news That God is in our land  Chorus

We will work with each other We will work side by side
We will work with each other We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity And save each man’s pride Chorus

All praise to the Father From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit Who makes us one  Chorus

Dismissal

C: We work together to spread Christ’s love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Lives, and an Open Table.

A: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C: Thanks be to God.
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