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Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Christ the King
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

Faithful God,...you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in
sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our
neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us
to new life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, +F in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
C: Amen

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” (ELW 634, verses 1, 5-6)

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.

Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all.

We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all.
Public Domain.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and
make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(10:30 a.m.) Dismiss to Children’s Church/Christmas Program Practice



First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. ? Therefore thus says
the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered
my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have
driven them, and 1 will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. #1 will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the LORD. °® The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ® In
his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
“The LORD is our righteousness.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20

1 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all
endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the light. 1*He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom
of his beloved Son, **in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 1> He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation, 6 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him
and for him. " He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. *® He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. ¥ For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2 and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Hallelujah! Praise Ye the Lord!” (LS 179)

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!

Praise ye the Lord! Public Domain

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Gospel: Luke 23:33-43

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. *> And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” % The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 3" and saying, “If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!” 3 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” ** One of the
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? 4! And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” > Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your
kingdom.” ** He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” (ACS 954)

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.
You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
You, peacemaker and sword-bringer

of the way you took and gave.

You, the everlasting instant;

you, whom we both scorn and crave.

Clothed in light upon the mountain,
stripped of might upon the cross,
shining in eternal glory,

beggared by a soldier's toss,

you, the everlasting instant;

you, who are both gift and cost.

You, who walk each day beside us,
sit in power at God's side.

You, who preach a way that's narrow,
have a love that reaches wide.

You, the everlasting instant;

you, who are our pilgrim guide.

Worthy is our earthly Jesus!
Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and vict'ry;
worthy still your peace and strife.
You, the everlasting instant;

you, who are our death and life.



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Hear us, O God,
Congregation responds...your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offering Song: “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise” (CCLI 9990)

We bring the sacrifice of praise
Into the house of the Lord

We bring the sacrifice of praise
Into the house of the Lord

And we offer up to You

The sacrifices of thanksgiving
And we offer up to You

The sacrifices of joy
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Offering Prayer

A: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill
that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the
blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life
eternal.

Communion Songs:  “Beautiful Savior” (ELW 838)

Beautiful Savior,

King of creation,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee,

truly 1'd serve thee,

light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows,

fair are the woodlands,

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,

Jesus is purer,

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine,

fair is the moonlight,

bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,

Jesus shines purer

than all the angels in the sky.



Beautiful Savior,

Lord of the nations,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor,

praise, adoration,

now and forevermore be thine! Public Domain.

“Here Is Bread” (ELW 483)

Here is bread here is wine
Christ is with us He is with us
Break the bread drink the wine
Christ is with us here

Refrain In this bread there is healing
In this cup there's life forever
In this moment by the Spirit
Christ is with us here

Here is grace here is peace
Christ is with us He is with us
Know His grace find His peace
Feast on Jesus here Refrain

Here we are joined in one
Christ is with us He is with us
We'll proclaim 'til He comes
Jesus crucified Refrain

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray. God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good
gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.

C: Amen

Blessing
P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you

for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and
forever.
C: Amen.



Sending Song: “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” (ELW 441)

Oh, happy day when we shall stand
amid the heav'nly throng;

and sing with hosts from ev'ry land
the new celestial song,

the new celestial song.

Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come
and show himself as Lord,

and thousands meet in their new home
which Jesus has prepared,

which Jesus has prepared.

Oh, what a mighty rushing flood
of joy and love and peace

will roll down over us with good
and blessedness and grace,

and blessedness and grace.

O Lord, your grace is ev'rything;
your love has made us free

to stand among the saints and sing
the glory that we see,

the glory that we see.

Dismissal

C: We work together to spread Christ’s love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Lives, and an Open Table.

A: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C: Thanks be to God.
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