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Second Week of Advent            

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P:  One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting 

in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken 

circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of 

time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of 

everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 

Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the 

household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers 

around the wreath. 

 

Second Week of Advent 

P: Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring 

justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for 

all people. As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live 

in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all 

nations. 

O people of hope, come, 

C: let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Light two candles during the song 

 

Hymn: “We Light the Advent Candles” (LS 9, verses 1, 3) 

 

We light the Advent candles 

against the winter night 

to welcome our Lord Jesus, 

who is the world’s true light; 

to welcome our Lord Jesus, 

who is the world’s true light. 

 

We light the second candle, 

and hear God’s holy word. 

It tells us, cling to Jesus, 

prepare to meet your Lord. 

It tells us, cling to Jesus, 

prepare to meet your Lord. 
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Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Public Domain. 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Kyrie: “Lord Have Mercy” (ELW 155) 

 

Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 

 

Christe eleison. Christe eleison. 

Christe eleison. 

 

Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 
Public Domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray… Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

(10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church/Christmas Program Practice 
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First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see 

  or decide by what his ears hear, 

 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

 the calf and the lion will feed together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9 They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain, 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and 

his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 

encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 

you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 

behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the 

gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 

and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of 

Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation:  “Celtic Alleluia” (ELW 174) 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing 

of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem 

and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in 

the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax 

is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful 

than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (ELW 249) 

 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 
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We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward; 

without your grace we waste away 

like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 

oh, let your face upon us shine 

and fill the world with love divine. 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son, 

whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore.     Public Domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends… O God for whom we long, 

Congregation responds… show us your mercy. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Song:  “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247, verses 1 & 4) 

 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A:  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our 

parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. 

C: Amen.  
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Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 

P:  Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

 

Communion Songs: “All Earth Is Hopeful” (ELW 266) 

 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 

this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 

 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 

she conceived him, "God with us," our brother, whose birth 

restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 

This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 

our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
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“Let Us Break Bread Together” (ELW 471)  

 

Let us break bread together on our knees; 

let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 

 

Let us praise God together on our knees; 

let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain   Public Domain 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

A:  Let us pray.  God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share 

the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen 

 

Blessing 

P:  May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in 

the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Song:  “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264) 

 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain Hosanna to the Lord, 

  for he fulfills God's word! 

 

God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
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Dismissal 

C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 

Open Lives, and an Open Table. 

A:  Go in peace. Keep awake. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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