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Complete Worship Folder
February 1, 2026 - 8:00 3.m. & 10:30 3.m.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Fourth Week after Epiphany
Welcome and Announcements — Introduction of Rev. John Soyster

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into
being, the Wind stirring the waters.

C: Amen.

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,...you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at
the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that never
fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in =& Jesus’ name. May the Spirit
give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

C: Amen

Hymn: “As We Gather at Your Table” (ELW 522)

As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

Turn our worship into witness

in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.

Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast

where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us

nor will pride our peace destroy,

as we join with saints and angels

to repeat the sounding joy.



Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace,
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
! Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
%<0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
*For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
® 0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LoRrD.”
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. '°For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” 2 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? % For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who
believe. % For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. 2°For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s
weakness is stronger than human strength. 2° Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 8 God
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 2° so that no one
might boast in the presence of God. % In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! in order that, as it is written, “Let
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Come and See” (ACS 976)

What are you looking for?
Come, see, come and see.
What are you looking for?
Come and see. (Come and see.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

% “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8«Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

%“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10<Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11«Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. > Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: “Build a Longer Table” (ACS 1062)

Build a longer table, not a higher wall,

feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;

where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,

Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.

Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation responds...hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering



Offering Song: “Oh, What Shall I Render” (HFW 983)

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord

for all the good gifts by which I am restored?
No treasure | tender could ever repay

God’s mercy and faithfulness, new ev’ry day.

My hands take the cup of salvation you give;
I’1l praise you, O God, for as long as I live.

My thanks will rise up as I call on your name,
with all of your people your goodness proclaim.

Offering Prayer

A: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet in
this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God
come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.




Communion Songs:  “I Am the Bread of Life” (ELW 485)

Verse 1 Refrain Verse 2

"l am the Bread of life. "And | will raise you up, "The bread that I will give

You who come to me shall not hunger, and I will raise you up, is my flesh for the life of the world,
and who believe in me shall not thirst.  and | will raise you up on the and if you eat of this bread,

No one can come to me unless the last day." you shall live forever, you shall live
Father beckons." forever." Refrain

Verse 3 Verse 4 Verse 5

"Unless you eat "l am the resurrection, Yes, Lord, | believe

of the flesh of the Son of Man | am the life. that you are the Christ,

and drink of his blood, If you believe in me, the Son of God,

and drink of his blood, you shall not even though you die, you who have come into the world.
have life within you." Refrain shall live forever." Refrain Refrain

“As the Grains of Wheat” (ELW 465)

Refrain As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread,;
so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Letus pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body
and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the
beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen

Blessing

P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise = bless you
now and forever.

C: Amen.



Sending Song: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (ELW 314)

Arise, your light has come!

The Spirit's call obey;

show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

Arise, your light has come!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.

Arise, your light has come!

All you in sorrow born,

bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

Arise, your light has come!

The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.

Dismissal

C: We work together to spread Christ’s love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Lives, and an Open Table.

A: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

C: Thanks be to God.
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