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Request for Sabbatical Leave for Pastor Julie in 2027
Congregational Action Request

Dear Members of the Congregation,

We respectfully request that the congregation consider granting a 3-month
sabbatical leave for Pastor Julie during the year 2027. Sabbatical leaves are an
important part of supporting our pastors, allowing them time for rest, renewal,
and continued growth in their ministry. Per North/West Lower Michigan Synod
Guidelines, a full-time rostered minister shall be eligible for a sabbatical once
this leader has been in ordained ministry for 5 years and has completed 5 years in
the current call, with continued eligibility for a sabbatical every 5 years after that
(within the same call). Providing this opportunity for Pastor Julie will help her
return refreshed and better equipped to lead and serve our faith community.
Pastor Julie has been with Ascension since August 1, 2013. We will be seeking
the congregation’s support through a vote at the Annual Congregational Meeting
in February.

In addition, we are seeking one or more congregational representatives to support
the planning process for Pastor Julie’s sabbatical. These representatives will
work together with church leadership and Pastor Julie to ensure a smooth and
meaningful sabbatical period, as well as to help coordinate coverage for worship
and pastoral care during her absence.

If you are interested in volunteering as a representative or have any questions
about the sabbatical process, please contact the church office or a member of the
church council.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and support.

Respectfully,
Susan Kelley
Council Secretary

Ascension’'s Annual Congregational Meeting:
February 15, 2026 at 11:30 a.m.

Let’s  celebrate  our
ministry in 2025 and
commit to  moving
forward in our mission in
2026.
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Our annual report of the
congregation will be
held on February 15,
2026 at 11:30 a.m.

Reports can be picked up
beginning on Sunday,
February 1, 2026.
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A Message From Pastor Julie
Worship—the Work of the People

A distinguishing mark of the Lutheran Church is that we are considered a “liturgical” tradition,
meaning our worship is the work of the people. It is intended to be shared and communal, with
a variety of leaders and participants. Worship is not entertainment, something to be watched-
worship is participatory. We see this in the calls and responses of worship, the singing together,
and communing with each other.

7 2

During the season of Lent, a small group of people gathered to discuss
worship and determined to use an “old” setting of worship as our map |
through worship together. There may be some new elements that you &
had not heard before, others will be familiar to us old-timers. For
your information:

L;znten :
- Worship

Kyrie—This prayer is sung during the gathering of people for worship. Kyrie means Lord, and
in latin Lord, have mercy would be Kyrie eleison. This short chant back and forth with the
cantor/singer is a prayer for peace, for us, for the world and for the church. It helps set a
prayerful tone for worship.

Gospel Canticle or Gospel Verse—During the season of Lent, the church does not sing or
say Alleluia until Easter. The text used for this verse sung before the gospel reading and comes
from scripture, Joel 2:13.

Holy Communion—This is an act of praise and thanksgiving to God. During this time, the
pastor will chant a reminder that in Holy Communion we are praising God with the church on
earth as well as the church in heaven. The congregation then sings the Sanctus, or Holy, Holy,
Holy —which comes from the scriptural texts Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 118:26, and Mark 11:9-10. The
Great Thanksgiving recounts the history of God’s action throughout time, including the words
Jesus used on the night of the Last Supper. This part of the liturgy ends with our table prayer,
The Lord’s Prayer.

Lamb of God—This is also known as the Agnus Dei meaning Lamb of God and is a prayer
reminding us that Jesus is the Lamb of God. We teach that when we receive the bread and
wine we are receiving the real presence of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the World (John 1:29)

Post-Communion Canticle—This is a concluding song of Thanksgiving. This is not
something Ascension has included in several years. During Lent, our Post-Communion Canticle
references Simeon’s Song from Luke 2. Simeon is an old devout Jewish man who was promised
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah. When dJesus is
presented in the temple, Simeon holds Jesus in his arms and gives thanks, stating Lord, let
your servant go in peace. My eyes have seen the salvation.

During this season of Lent, I pray as a community we will return to our Lord together, in
prayer, in song, and in mission.

Pastor Julie
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Bible Study—Revelation: God's Persistent Promise

Same Study Offered Both Days:

e Sunday Morning at 9:15 a.m.

e Tuesday Morning at 11:00
a.m. on Zoom.

Revelation is a wild and wooly
text full of visions and beasts
and dragons and fire and fear.
But at its core, Revelation is a
book of promise and hope. Don’t
let the angrier or louder voices in
our culture take the book from
us. We invite you into a
conversation about how the last

book of the Bible
might offer a
beginning for us as
people of faith.

With this video-
based Bible study,
you’ll hear stories
that invite you to
see the promise of
God calling from
the pages of
Revelation. Youll build skills to
read Scripture from its original

context and in ways
that resonate with our

" daily lives. With
_ beautifully filmed
~ videos and a helpful
- discussion guide,

you’ll have everything
you need to hear a
word of hope in a
disorienting and
chaotic world.

No class Feb 1st & 3rd

Bible Study—Mary to Martha Women's Bible Study

Mary to Martha is a group of
women at different stages of our
faith journey gathering together
to learn more. You do not need to
be a member of Ascension, all
women are welcome. We'll be
blessed by your presence and
well have a meaningful time
together.

We meet Mondays at
Ascension from 1:00 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. We meet in the
Digging Dunes room.

Study materials are $10 per
person.

Daily Bible Reading

Pastor is leading a Daily Bible Reading on YouTube to continue the habit of reading
scripture. This discipline is important for those of us who follow Christ. Click Here

or Scan the QR code.

We will study Joanna Weaver’s
“Having a Mary Heart in a
Martha World”.

Thoughtful and personal,
practical and encouraging, this
study looks at contrasting sisters
of the Bible—Mary and Martha,
the friends of Jesus—to gently
show readers how they can

deepen their devotion,
strengthen their service, and
experience less stress and

greater joy.

Joanna Weaver is the bestselling
and award winning author.

She and her

pastor Our next
husband John, [EEES (1T \WAW] ]!
have three begin on
children and Monday
live 188 February 2,
Montana. 2026

at 1:00 p.m.

Please call or
text Joyce
Richardson at 989-274-6787 to
secure your study materials.



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPO2AsYqFwoYsASpYm-abxafESJdbLBC
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Farewell to Alleluial

Alleluia! I love that word. It
comes from a Hebrew word
meaning praise the Lord.

As we enter into the season of
Lent on February 18th and the
penitential and repentant nature
of the Lenten season, singing
and saying Alleluia as part of
worship has historically been
suspended during this season in
the church year. This goes back
to the 5th century.

Alleluia will return to our
worship on Easter Sunday—and
we will say and sing it a lot!

sk

During the Sunday worship on
February 15th, we will “bury”
the alleluia. A banner decorated

What is Faith?—Wednesday's during Lent

During the season of Lent, our
worship will focus on what is
faith. Hebrews 11:1 reads:
“Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.” As we

worship and reflect, we will
walk with the Old Testament
figures like Noah, Abraham,
Moses and the Israelites; and
then for the final week of our
Lenten worship we will focus

The Messenger

by the children and adults of
Ascension will be removed from
the worship space and buried in
a box, until we bring it back on
Easter.

This banner will be available in
the gathering area in February,
and people are asked to
participate in some small way to
the decoration of the banner.

on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.
Reminder we worship at
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday. A
soup supper will begin a
6:00 p.m.

Lenten Soup Suppers—Wednesday's at 6:00 p.m.

Once again, our congregation
will host simple soup suppers
prior to our Lenten worship
services. There is a sign up
sheet on the kiosk asking for
volunteers to bring soup,
salads, and bread each week
beginning February 25th-, As
it has in the past, this will be
a fundraiser for our youth

ministry. We are looking for
youth to sign up to help set up
(5:30p.m.), serve (6:00p.m.)
and clean up (6:45-7:15p.m.).
Youth working the event will
then split the free will
offering each night to apply
that to their account to use for
upcoming youth activities.

(If there are weeks we do not
have youth to serve, other
ministries will be given the
opportunity to work and have
that money go to that
ministry.)
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Please Remember Those on Ascension's Care List

Nancy Armstrong—868 S Miller
Rd, Saginaw, MI 48609

Leonard and Ruth Howell—1410
Hess Avenue, Saginaw, MI 48601

Pat Joyce—8044 Winchester Ct.
Saginaw, MI 48609

Esther Mack—285 S. Miller Rd.,
Saginaw, MI 48609

Marie Myers—11145 Morningstar
Dr., Saginaw, MI 48609

Prayers of the Week

Our partner prayers are included
in The Messenger each month.
As Jesus calls us to be one even
as he and the Father are one,
please remember these
congregations, leaders, and
families in your prayers.

February st
Bethany Lutheran Church, in

Northport and Rev. Chrysanne
Timm

Ascension Families: Chelsea,
Adam, Tommy, Benny
Houthoofd; Chris & Ashley

Howe; Leonard & Ruth Howell

Mail a card, plan a visit, or
say a prayer for these

members
of our church family

Arlene Neuenfeldt—11819 Dice
Rd., Freeland, MI 48623

Jackie O’Dell—108 Fulton Street,
Apt 405, St. Charles, MI 48655

February 8th
Faith Lutheran Church in

Okemos and Rev. Megan Floyd
Ascension  Families:  Cheryl,
Lauren, Kristen Huebner;, Madi
Huston; Amy Inman

February 15th
Hope St. John’s Church in

Oscoda and their Supply Pastors
Ascension Families: Ruth Jakes;
Rob, Jean, Bryan, Rachel
Joslyn; Pat Joyce

ELCA Congregations of Saginaw County

For the last few years, Ascension has
participated ~ with  other ~ELCA
congregations in Saginaw County to
promote the ELCA in our community,
strengthen bonds, and promote our
ministries ~ together. Kris Yackel-
Friend and Pastor Julie have been

serving with this team. More people
are welcome to participate. This team
will be hosting a joint worship service
in September for all ELCA
congregations in Saginaw County at
St. Matthews Lutheran Church in
Bridgeport and  Bishop  Julie

Lee Turner—6371 Birchview Dr.,
Saginaw, MI 48609

Dan Wenzel—Edgewood Assisted
Living Center, 4850 Gratiot Rd,
Room A-5, Saginaw, MI 48638

Ruth Williams—Brookdale
Saginaw, 2485 McCarty Rd.,
Saginaw, MI 48603

Barb Yancer—Edgewood Assisted
Living Center, 4850 Gratiot Rd,
Room D-1, Saginaw, MI 48638

February 22nd

Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church in Petoskey and Rev.
Sherry McGuffin

Ascension  Families:  Andy,
Kristin, Parker Kazmierski;
Susan Kelley; Andrea, Wade,
Jaina, Colton, Liam, Ryann
Kittle

Schneider-Thomas will be our guest
presenter. If you have questions or
just want to check things out, our next
meeting is February 16th at 6:30 p.m.
at Our Saviour Lutheran Church,
2525 Hemmeter, Saginaw, MI 48603
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February Birthdays

1st Parker Kazmierski
Esther Mack
Shelby Rodriguez
Josh Whelton
2nd  Brad Phillion
Emma Stadler
4th  Nelson Staples
Alexis Turner
5th  Jeannie Hamilton
Maliyah Johnson
6th  Mike Krzyzaniak
8th  Michael Toupin
9th  Elliot Richardson
10th Todd Albrecht
Pat Marceills
David Maeder
11th Holly Bostwick
12th  Chuck Latty
13th Patrick Dalton
Carol Schroeder
14th  Olivia Bostwick

Altar Flowers

Altar  arrangements
are placed in the
Sanctuary each week
to help decorate for
worship. They can be
given “To the Glory
of God”, in memory

’ " of someone, or in
honor of an event, such as birthday
or anniversary. The arrangement
may be picked up after the 10:30
a.m. service on Sunday morning.
You can choose a specific date and
2 arrangements are permitted each
week.

The cost is $30.00. Payment
envelopes are available on the
Acolyte Room Door, you can mail
a check, or drop off payment when
you are at church or during office
hours (Monday-Thursdays 9am-
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February Anniversaries

16th Jacob DeLaRosa

Thomas Gottlieb

18th Devon Briggs
Anni Mackel

20th  Aaron Gottlieb
Harrison Salowitz

21st  Rhys Carroll

22nd Zachary Maddox

Scarlett Naples

24th  Roland Denman
Ezra Lopez

25th Max Dreyfus
Paul Nielsen

26th  Dor1 Dalton

27th Natalie Fleissner
Ken Schian

Layne Wakeman

28th Chase Hamilton

2pm). The 2026 flower chart is
posted on the door of the Acolyte
room.

February 1st
available to sponsor

February 8th
available to sponsor

February 15th
In Honor of her Baptismal
anniversary, by Julie Bailey

February 22nd
In Honor of their anniversary, Dick
and Ruth Schomaker

NOTE: Please bring the plastic
cup that the flowers are in, back to
church within 2 weeks. Our florist
re-uses the cups weekly.

5th
9th
12th
14th

15th
18th
19th
23rd
24th
25th

Bruce & Traci Collier
Aaron & Kristy Gottlieb
Revs. John & Leslie Soyster
Mike & Elaine Clifford
Amy & Russell Kolb
Ronald & Marie Leonard
John & Julie Stroebel
John & Ginny Whelton
Don & Lorna Arndt

Dick & Ruth Schomaker
Todd & Alisha Albrecht
Jim & Marie Stuart

You Can Help Us Out

If you are bringing something
into the church building to
share with someone specific,
such as a note, a mailing, or a
physical item that is to be
given to an individual, please
include your name and the
name of the receiver. Then, if
there are questions, we know
who we can check with.

This will save Pastor and the
office time in trying to figure
out what we are to do with the
items.

~Thank you
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Sunday, March 1, 2026 -Mid-Michigan Adult and Teen Challenge

During our worship services on
Sunday, March 1st, we will
welcome people from Mid-
Michigan Adult and Teen
Challenge. This ministry offers a

life controlling issues such as
drugs, alcoholism, self-harm,
eating disorders, pornography,
and anything else someone is
struggling with and that controls

Christ, people are given an
opportunity to move forward in
life making quality decisions for
a hopeful future.

We will be receiving a noisy/

12-month residential program their lives. Through intentional special offering for this
for men and women overcoming work and the power of Jesus ministry, please join us.
o g | .‘ MAKE A
" @y “ToveuL

. . . o = ¢ »
First Quarter Local Charity Recipient 87, Noise!
When we adopted our 2026 annual budget the congregation voted to give 1% of our general
giving to a local ministry in addition to the 10% we give to the North/West Lower Michigan
Synod.

In the first quarter of 2026, Mid-Michigan Adult and Teen Challenge will be the recipient. This
1s in addition to the noisy offering we will have when that ministry is here to present their
testimony in worship.

If you have suggestions or ideas for other local ministries, please share that with a council
member for consideration.

2026 Giving Envelopes

If you did not pick up your 2026 giving envelopes, please contact the church office to make arrangements.

Easter Flowers

Price i1s TBD
(~810, we are
waiting on our
florists’ costs)
and include
Lily, Tulip, and Daffodil. Payment
must be made before orders are
placed; make checks payable to
Ascension Lutheran Church.

If you desire to purchase flowers
to decorate our chancel on Easter
Sunday, please fill out an envelope
(complete with name and flower
choice) and place with payment in
the basket in the church office.

Order Deadline: March 22nd
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Celebrate St. Patrick's Day with Ascension and Friends

Mark your calendars for
Monday, March 16, 2026 at
5:15 p.m. (or when you can
get there after work). We are
going to meet at Gabby’s
(3002 S. Graham Road) to
celebrate together. Wear your

green (or orange) and let’s
party together.

Orange you say? Pastor just
learned this a couple year ago.
Apparently, the history 1is

wear orange for St. Patrick’s
Day, leaving the green for our

Roman  Catholic  siblings.
Wear green or orange—we are
church together!!

protestants generally are to %* * * *&

Library—Volunteers Needed—We have 1—Any more??

The library is looking for a few
helpers!

The time commitment is an hour
or two (if special events) per
month and a few team meetings
per year. The time commitment is
flexible.

VANCO-Online Giving

Ascension utilizes VANCO for
online giving. They offer a mobile
app that can be found in the App
or Play store. You can also sign up
online at:
https://secure.myyvanco.com/YN7
D/home

If you have
any questions
about online
giving, please
contact Lisa in
the office.

The duties include: Shelving return
books/materials and straightening
shelves.

Special Duties might include the
team working together to move
books or to decorate for a holiday
or season.

Blood Pressure
Screening

Mark your calendar for blood
pressure screenings by the
Parish Health Committee on
the 3rd Sunday each month.
The next date is Sunday,
February 15th

°REg
e

Contact Marty Debozy 989-642-
8135 or the church office if you
have any questions.

—
—— Church

—— Library

Wellness Warriors
Tuesdays 6:15pm

We will continue to meet every
Tuesday at 6:15 p.m. We are
flexible with the exercise based
on the abilities of those who
attend each week. The goal is to
move, and support each other!
Questions? Contact Kris Friend
(989)  245-6446  or  Rita
Hendrickson (989) 482-0271.

WELILN ESS
WARRIORS
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Sewing Group

Do you like to sew or quilt?
Ascension’s Sewing Group meets
in the Fellowship Hall from 9:00
a.m.—12:00 p.m. on the dates to
the right. Bring your sewing
supplies and machine (not
required) and join us for fun and
fellowship. Contact Sandy Graham
with any questions at 989-781-
1619.

Office Door Closed
During Office Hours

Please note that during the colder
months of the year, the office door
may be closed when Lisa is in the
office. Please feel free to enter the
office, knocking is not necessary.
The door is closed simply to retain
warmth, Come On In!!

Blood Drive

Ascension has the unique
opportunity to come together as a
family of faith and offer hope
through blood donation. Our first
blood drive in 2026 is scheduled
for March Sth, 2:30-7:00p.m.
You’re invited to be part of this
lifesaving mission. Not only can
your donation strengthen our
community, it will bring healing
and hope to neighbors who may be
facing some of the toughest
moments of their lives. Every unit
of blood donated stays right here
in our community - helping local

February 4th & 18th
March 4th & 18th
April 1st & 15th
May 6th & 20th

The Messenger

The Sewing Group continues to
need ALL COTTON sheets. They
can use FLAT Queen and King
sizes only. They are used for quilt
backings. The sheets do not have
to be new, however, we ask that
they are clean of stains and do not
have holes or rips. All donations
are appreciated.

Church Office

Closures
Beep Loop' The church Office IS CLOSED if
Jesus Thinks 4 Swan Valley S O,
you'pe Schools are %’ 0%,
* §W@Soimal Closed due to: J ‘;
' ' inclement weather & .st % %
% A
%,® N4
%, e D
1110 yyu S
//"!T-E
patients, including our own S in our blood
families church members
’ ’ BLOOD DRIVE
neighbors, coworkers, and friends.
: blood to survive.
Did you know... * Your blood could save the life of

e 1 blood donation can save up to
3 lives!

e Every 2 seconds,
America  needs a
transfusion.

e 1 in 7 patients entering a hospital
require blood.

el in 83 newborn deliveries
require blood.

e A single car accident victim can
require as many as 100 pints of

someone in
blood

a cancer survivor, sickle cell
warrior, trauma victim,
premature baby or other patient
in need. The list goes on!
Please consider donating if you are
able.

https://donateblood.versiti.org/
donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/11630003



https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11630003
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11630003
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11630003
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Ascension's Women's Support Group

Ascension is participating with the
ELCA Women of Saginaw County
group. To effectively share
information with our congregation
and participate in their goals and
programs, Ascension has
established a women’s support
group. This group is not the
Women’s Group of Ascension’s
past, however a group of women
who would like to grow in faith,
support one another in endeavors,
engage in ministering to those in
need, and to promote fellowship

ELCA Women of Saginaw County

The Meeting Dates for 2026 are:
All Meetings are at 1:00 p.m.
February 23, 2026 - Zion

March 30, 2026 - Ascension
April 27, 2026 - Faith

May 18, 2026 - Our Saviour
(week early due to Memorial Day)

Please make sure to Like or Join
both the ELCA Women of Saginaw
County and the ELCA Saginaw
County Facebook pages for updates.

Connecled

within our group, our churches,
and our community. The contacts
for Ascension’s Women’s Support
Group are Gina Dillenbeck (chair),
Wanda Dankert, Edna Bell, and
Ginny Whelton. If you need their
contact information, feel free to
call the office.

If you would like to help with the
setup or snacks for the March
meeting at Ascension, please
contact the church office or one of
the members above.
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Ascension’s
church contact is
Gina Dillenbeck.

Feel free to reach
out to her with
any questions!

"Yes, I'm preaching a 6roundhog Day sermon

_

Copyright 2021

about living in the shadows ... again!"

2026 North/West

Synod Assembly

Lower Michigan

T —

Date: May 15-16, 2026

Location: Prince of Peace Lutheran Church/Portage,
MI

Early Bird Registration: February 17, 2026-March
20, 2026

Day One will include workshops, keynote
speaker, dinner with celebrations of anniversaries,
and Evening Prayer. (1 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.)

Day Two will serve as the official Synod
Assembly with the business meeting to address
required business, elections, memorials and
resolutions. (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)


https://www.facebook.com/groups/1552780575239051
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1552780575239051
https://www.facebook.com/groups/elcasaginawcounty/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/elcasaginawcounty/
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ABC Breakfast

Ascension’s
Breakfast Club—All
who are available for
breakfast are invited
to join others from
Ascension for a time
of fellowship and
food on the second Monday of
each month.

Join Us For
BREAKFAST

We will meet at 9:00a.m. at
Riverside, 8295 Midland Rd. in
Freeland on February 9th. Each
person is responsible for the cost
of their own breakfast. You don’t
need to prepare anything or clean
up, just show up.

Children's Church/Sunday School

This year in Children’s Church we
are continuing to focus on learning
Bible Stories. Please contact Dawn
Earnesty (989) 506-2962 or
wilcoxd4@msu.edu if you have
questions.

What is Children’s Church?

With our commitment to assist
parents in their baptismal covenant
to teach their children, the
“Children’s Church” model will
continue this year. The youth, 4
years old through 5th grade, will
begin the 10:30 a.m. worship

Oh iidrere
CHURCH

service with their families, and
after the Children’s Message, be
dismissed with their teachers to
experience the Word, or message
of worship, in a more age
appropriate  way. The youth &

Elemen'rary Youth Giving Envelopes

x m— T
.
ﬂ
o iﬂﬁﬂ Hift to God
% My Church @
m;_yr e
e s ,,,59 !¢~

We thank you greatly for teaching
your children about giving and
using their giving envelopes.
Envelopes can be picked up in the
Children’s  Church classroom.
Each youth has their own giving

number. It is VERY helpful to
ensure that their giving is recorded
properly to put their name and
their giving # on the envelope
each week. There is a sign posted
just inside the door of the
classroom with all the giving
envelopes numbers listed. You
may also use any envelope you
have at home, as long as their
name and number is written on it.
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The MESSENGER is
published monthly

by Ascension Lutheran
Church.

Deadline for the March
2026 issue is:

Monday, February 16th
at 12:00 p.m. (noon).

Articles may be hand
delivered or emailed to:
ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

teachers will then return to
worship as an entire congregation
during the peace

Please complete the Registration
Form on the kiosk or at
ascensionlc.org and return to the
church office. If you have any
questions, please contact Dawn
Earnesty or Pastor Julie.

Confirmation Classes

Upcoming Lessons take place on
Feb 8th
Retreat on Feb 20th-21st
Mar 8th & 22nd
Refer to the full schedule with
events on ascensionlc.org.

Confirmation


https://www.ascensionlc.org
https://www.ascensionlc.org
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Butter Braids—Youth Fundraiser

During February, the youth will be
selling Butter Braids, a delicious
pastry that is good anytime, and
especially at the holidays. You can
store them in your freezer, take
them out the night before and bake
them in the morning for a perfect
pastry with your milk or coffee.

Exact sales dates, money due date,
and delivery will be forthcoming in
the weekly announcements. Orders
can be taken from one of the youth
directly or online. Youth will earn
approximately 40% of sales for
their individual youth accounts.

Thank you for your support!

The Messenger

Camp 2026—Registration Open—Register now to secure your spot!

Week 4: July 5-10, 2026—
Sunday-Friday for those entering
grades 3rd-12th.

July 5-8, 2026—
Sunday-Wednesday
entering grades 1st-3rd.

for those

Each youth must be registered.
When close to capacity, youth will
be waitlisted and notified if a spot
is open. Please do not hesitate!!!

To register (ONLINE ONLY)—
https://elcalivingwater.com/campp
rograms
Pricing Options for 2026 include:
— No Price
— Half Price: $175-$250
(varies by program)
— Full Price: $350-$500
(varies by program)
— Support Price: $475-$700
(varies by program)

Selecting “Full Price” covers the
majority of the expenses for a
week at camp. Selecting the
“Support Price” option is an

Youth Fundraising—Pop Can Returns

Thank you for bringing cans and
bottles in to help support Youth
Ministry in our congregation.

Individual youth (elementary,
middle, and high school) are
encouraged to sign up to return
cans each week. The next week,
youth return the MONEY from
that return to the church office or

Pastor Julie. One-half of the
money returned goes into that
youth’s individual account to help
pay for camp, retreats, or other
events that require a financial fee.
The other 50% supports the youth
ministry as a whole. We use this
money to help offset costs of
events and provide events at a
lower cost.

investment in LWM helping to
sustain this ministry and make
camp possible for others. With this
pricing structure, we
hope to balance the realities that
camp does take  financial
resources to occur, with our
desire to make camp financially
inclusive to everyone!

Together, we’re building a
community that reflects God’s
radical welcome, generosity, and
love through camp.

Living Water Ministries extends
a Welcome to All!

Sign up sheet and instructions are
located on the kiosk at church. If
you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to ask.

\ \
\ B
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The New Testament uses several Greek words to describe
love. Which of the following best represents the selfless,
sacrificial love that God shows to humanity?

A) Eros
v, - J B) Phileo
~ A ~ C) Agape
m-« D) Storge

KIDS PAGE

SRR CIT)N
LOVE CODE BREAKER

Change some of the letters below to reveal this verse!

C'stoL Z'stoH P'sto R
J'stoA Q'stoT X'stoE
K'sto O

(The other letters stay the same.)

SQPXNGAOQZ

Mark 12:30

,'Y1buaizs anoK |e yum pue puiw InoK |je yum pue nos noK ||e yum pue Lesy Jnok |je yum poo) JnoK pio syl 8AoT, temsuy
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Pull Out Your Bibles
for this Quiz and Go
To:

John 3:16
1 Corinthians 13

MR

Action!

Love isn't just a feeling — it's

something we do! This simple
activity reminds us that acts of love,

big or small, can grow and bless others.

What you need:
e Construction paper
(brown for the trunk,
pinks and reds :‘

for hearts) !
e Scissors
* Glue or tape
* Markers or crayons

What you do:
1. Cut a large tree trunk and branches
out of brown paper and glue it onto
a sheet of paper or poster board.
2. Use colorful paper to cut several
hearts — these will be your “leaves.”
3. On each heart, write loving actions
like “share my toys,” “pray for others,”
or "help clean up.”
™ 4. Glue the hearts onto the branches
to create a full, love-filled tree.
5. Hang it somewhere visible as a
reminder to put love into action
every day!
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Serving in February

The Messenger

Thank you to everyone who participates in these important ministries. If you are unable to serve on your assigned day,

please let the Church Office know who will be filling in for you.

Readers 8am

1 Dan Roth
8 Dick Schomaker
15 Edna Bell
22 Charleen Boland

Sound Board Operators

1 Kris Friend
8 Jeff Whelton
15 Kris Friend
22 Jeff Whelton
Head Ushers

1 Schomaker
8 Roth

15 Kelley

22 Kelley
Altar Guild

1 Sue Bailey

8 Sue Bailey
15 Kris Friend
22 Susan Kelley

February Librarian: Marty Debozy

Head Usher
Glen Mack

11  John Schroeder
18 Mike Clifford
25 Gen Mack

T indicates a volunteer is needed

10:30am Prayers 8am 10:30am
Barb Van Marter 1 Charleen Boland Lisa Espinoza
John Whelton 8 Susan Kelley MJ Burns
Lisa Whelton 15 Charleen Boland Dawn Dalton
Olivia Trepkowski 22 Ruth Schomaker Amy Fahrenbruch
Video Screen Operators
Makena Whelton 1 Kris Friend Ginny Whelton
T 8 Susan Kelley T
Makena Whelton 15 Kris Friend Ginny Whelton
Makena Whelton 22 Charleen Boland ¥
Acolyte 10:30 a.m. ‘ :::;f:e_ms
Dalton/Whelton 1 Nathan Earnesty g:‘s/:i’love z
Earnesty/Wizner 8 Ethan Earnesty puns odll
Dawson/Mossner 15 Matti Wizner
Friend/Beyerlein 22 Alex Becker
Children’s Church
1 Amy Fahrenbruch
B ecus Hlis 8 Dawn & Ethan Earnesty
';?ni\::ir 15 Stephanie & Hannah Wizner
and love! 22 Dave & Stephanie Becker
WEDNESDAYS 7pm
Readers Sound Board Video Screen Prayers
Kristin Kazmierski T Connie Dutcher Donna Malburg
Glen Mack T Kelly Phillion Celina Gottlieb
Joyce Richardson T Glen Mack Mike Clifford
i

John Schroeder

Connie Dutcher

Connie Dutcher



Ascension Lutheran Church - February 2026
8695 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, MI 48609 (989) 781-2170

Email: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Website: ascensionic.org

Church Office hours: Mondays—Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

8am-Worship/Communion
10:30am-Worship/Communion/
Children’s Church

Pr @ Conference 1/29-2/3

2
1pm-Women’s Bible St

3
6:15pm-Wellness Warriors

v

4
9am-Sewing Group
11lam-Weekend Food Bags
6:30pm-Scouts
7pm-Worship/Communion

5
6:30pm-Trustee Mtg

6
Office Closed

Fellowship Hall Close
Floor Refinishing

g Feb 6th-8th

v

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8am-Worship/Communion 9am-ABC Breakfast (@ Riverside) | 9am-Pastor-Bay Area Conf. | 1lam-Weekend Food Bags Office Closed
9:15am-Adult SS/Bible Study 9:15am-Carpet Cleaning (Zoom) 12pm-Council Reports Due
10:30am-Worship/Communion/ | 1pm-Women’s Bible St 10am-Staff Mtg 6:30pm-Scouts
Children’s Church 1lam-Bible Study-Zoom 7pm-Worship/Communion
12pm-Confirmation 6:15pm-Wellness Warriors
15 BP Screening 16 17 18 19 20 21
RaiseRight Due 10:30am-Grief Support 10am-Staff Mtg 9am-Sewing Group Office Closed
8am-Worship/Communion 12pm-Messenger Deadline 11lam-Bible Study-Zoom 11lam-Weekend Food Bags
9:15am-Adult SS/Bible Study | 1pm-Women’s Bible St 6:15pm-Wellness Warriors | 6:30pm-Scouts Confirmation Retreat Reb 20th 6:30pm—
10:30am-Worship/Communion/ 6:30pm-ELCA Saginaw Mtg 6:30pm-Council Mtg 7pm-Worship/Communion Feb 21st 12pm >
Children’s Church (@Our Saviour)
11:30am-Congregational Mtg
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8am-Worship/Communion 1pm-ELCA Women of Saginaw 10am-Staff Mtg 11lam-Weekend Food Bags Office Closed

9:15am-Adult SS/Bible Study
10:30am-Worship/Communion/
Children’s Church

(@Zion)

1lam-Bible Study-Zoom
6:15pm-Wellness Warriors

6pm-Soup Supper
6:30pm-Scouts
7pm-Worship/Communion
Messenger Mailed

Prayer Chain requests should be called to Barb Van Marter at 989-525-4603
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STAFF

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Lisa Whelton, Parish Administrator
Jeff Whelton, Custodian

Rita Hendrickson, Parish Nurse

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Kris Yackel-Friend, President

Lori Schultz, Vice President

Charleen Boland, Treasurer

Susan Kelley, Secretary

Amy Fahrenbruch, Financial Secretary

CONTACT INFORMATION

8695 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, MI 48609

Phone: (989) 781-2170

Pastoral Emergency: (989) 574-5663

Email: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Pastor Email: pr_julie@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.ascensionlc.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/ascensionsaginaw
(Group Name: Ascension Lutheran Church of Saginaw (ELCA)
Group)

YouTube: Ascension Lutheran Church

ELCA Saginaw Website: elcasaginawcounty.weebly.com
ELCA Saginaw Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/
elcasaginawcounty

MINISTRIES

Kristin Kazmierski, Congregational Care
Gus Hendrickson, Finance/Resources
Joyce Berg, Outreach

Stephanie Becker, Spiritual Health

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday’s: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday’s: 7:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Church office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9a.m.-2p.m.
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https://elcasaginawcounty.weebly.com/
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