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Second Sunday in Lent            
Welcome and Announcements  
 

Confession and Forgiveness (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 56) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God 
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God,…we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This” (ELW 666) 
 

What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse  
for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down,  
sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down 
beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown  
for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
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To God and to the Lamb  
I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb, 
who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme,  
I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free,  
I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free,  
I'll sing God's love for me, 
and through eternity  
I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 57-58) 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 62) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray… O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to 
all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Return to the Lord” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 63) 

 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: John 3:1-17  
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, 
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.” 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Mid-Michigan Adult & Teen Challenge 
 
Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends… Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…your mercy is great. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (ELW 803, verse 4) 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.     Public Domain. 

 
Offering Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 67) 
A:  Let us pray. Merciful Father,…we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Dialogue (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 68-71) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 
Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Lamb of God (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 72) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
Communion Songs: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” (ELW 451) 
 

We are baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we are baptized in his death; 
that as Christ is raised victorious, 
we might live a brand new life. 
And if we have been united 
in a dreadful death like his, 
we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 
In the water and the witness, 
in the breaking of the bread, 
in the waiting arms of Jesus 
who is risen from the dead, 
God has made a new beginning 
from the ashes of our past; 
in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
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Glory be to God the Father, 
glory be to Christ the Son, 
glory to the Holy Spirit, 
ever three and ever one; 
as it was in the beginning, 
glory now resounds again 
in a song that has no ending. Amen 

 
“Let Us Break Bread Together” (LBW 212) 

 
Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 
 
Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 

 
Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

(sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 73) 
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
Post Communion Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 
A:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. 
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 

Blessing (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Song:  “Blessed Assurance” (ELW 638) 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain This is my story, this is my song, 
  praising my Savior, all the day long: 
  this is my story, this is my song, 
  praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain    Public Domain. 

 
Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What Wondrous Love Is This, Text & Tune: Public Domain, Arrangement: Permissions Augsburg Fortress P.O. Box 1209 Minneapolis, MN 55440-1209 United States Telephone: 612-
330-3530 Email: copyright@augsburgfortress.org Website: http://www.augsburgfortress.org/copyrights/ All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All 
rights reserved 
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus, Text: John C. Ylvisaker Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved. 
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