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Fourth Week in Lent
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 56)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,...we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Hymn: “There Is a Balm in Gilead” (ELW 614)

Refrain There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.

Sometimes I feel discouraged
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit

revives my soul again. Refrain

If you cannot preach like Peter,

if you cannot pray like Paul,

you can tell the love of Jesus

and say, "He died for all." Refrain

Don't ever be discouraged,
for Jesus is your friend;
and if you lack for knowledge

he'll ne'er refuse to lend. Refrain
Public Domain.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



Kyrie (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 57-58)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C

P

: Lord, have mercy.
: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

! The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” > Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” 3 Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
4Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them
to the sacrifice. ® When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the
LorD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because
I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the LORD chosen this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD
has not chosen any of these.” !! Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” !> He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and
was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” '* Then Samuel took the horn of oil
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!



Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for the fruit of the
light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. '! Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. > For it is shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly, '*but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 4 for everything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Return to the Lord” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 63)

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 9:1-41
! As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ® Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
®When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” ® Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 'But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” '2 They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “I do not know.” !*> They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. !> Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how
he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” ' Some
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can
a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. !” So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight '° and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” 2° His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind,
2'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age.
He will speak for himself.” 2> His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 2* So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” >> He answered, “I
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” ?° They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” >’ He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *° The man answered, “Here
is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.
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3I'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. ** If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 3 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he
found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that
I may believe in him.” *’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” ** He
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. * Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those
who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *’ Some of the Pharisees who were with
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind,
you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” (ELW 553)

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true and only light,
Sun of righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;

joyless is the day's return,

till thy mercy's beams I see,

till they inward light impart,

glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine,

pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

fill me, radiancy divine,

scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,

shining to the perfect day. Public Domain.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
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by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...Hear us, O God,
Congregation responds...Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering
Offering Song: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (ELW 803, verse 4)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,

that were a present far too small;

love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all. Public Domain..

Offering Prayer (LBW, Setting 1. pg. 67)

A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Dialogue (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 68-71)
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P

C

. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O
Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for
the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Lamb of God (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 72)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace. Public Domain.

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779)

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!



Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,

bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise

than when we'd first begun. Public Domain.

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (ELW 742)

Post-Communion Blessing

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?

Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged—
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness—
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,

cumbered with a load of care?

Precious Savior, still our refuge—

take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?

Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;

you will find a solace there. Public Domain.

P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.



(sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 73)

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;

your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people:

A light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Post Communion Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74)

A: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing (sung) (LBW., Setting 1. pg. 74)

P: Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: “The Old Rugged Cross” (CCLI 19722)

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

the emblem of suff’ring and shame;

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.

Refrain So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

Oh, that old rugged cross so despised by the world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above,

to bear it to dark Calvary. Refrain

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
a wondrous beauty I see;

for ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
to pardon and sanctify me. Refrain

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true,

its shame and reproach gladly bear;

Christ will call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. Refiain



Dismissal

C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Lives, and an Open Table.

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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