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Fifth Week in Lent             
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Confession and Forgiveness (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 56) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God,…we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
Hymn: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (ELW 314) 
 

Arise, your light has come! 
The Spirit's call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God 
which shines on you today. 
 
Arise, your light has come! 
Fling wide the prison door; 
proclaim the captive's liberty, 
good tidings to the poor. 
 
Arise, your light has come! 
All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the brokenhearted ones 
and comfort those who mourn. 
 
Arise, your light has come! 
The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
God's pow'r will make us strong. 

Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 57-58) 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay 
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you 
shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says 
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 
in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Return to the Lord” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 63) 

 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: John 11:1-45 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one 
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 
do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the 
light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she 
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
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33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did 
believed in him. 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (ELW 697) 
 

Refrain Just a closer walk with thee, 
grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
daily walking close to thee, 
let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

I am weak but thou art strong: 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I'll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 
 

Through this world of toil and snares, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 
 

When my feeble life is o'er, 
time for me will be no more; 
guide me gently, safely o'er 
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain      Public Domain. 

 
Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
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 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…Your mercy is great. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (ELW 803, verse 4) 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all.     Public Domain.. 

 
Offering Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 67) 
A:  Let us pray. Merciful Father,…we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Dialogue (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 68-71) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 
Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Lamb of God (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 72) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

Public Domain. 

 
“I Am the Bread of Life” (ELW 485) 

 

Verse 1 
 
"I am the Bread of life. 
You who come to me shall not hunger, 
and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to me unless the 
Father beckons." 

Refrain 
 
"And I will raise you up, 
and I will raise you up, 
and I will raise you up on the 
last day." 
 

Verse 2 
 
"The bread that I will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world, 
and if you eat of this bread, 
you shall live forever, you shall live 
forever."  Refrain 
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Verse 3 
 
"Unless you eat 
of the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink of his blood, 
and drink of his blood, you shall not 
have life within you."  Refrain 

Verse 4 
 
"I am the resurrection, 
I am the life. 
If you believe in me, 
even though you die, you 
shall live forever."  Refrain 

Verse 5 
 
Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, 
who have come into the world.    
                                             Refrain 

 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (ELW 773) 

 
Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light.  
Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand lest I fall.  
Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, 
Guide my feet, hold my hand. 
Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 

 
Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

(sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 73) 
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
Post Communion Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 
A:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. 
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
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Blessing (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  “I Love To Tell The Story” (ELW 661) 
 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain  I love to tell the story; 
'twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 

 

I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat 
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
the message of salvation from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
I'll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.  Refrain  Public Domain 

 
Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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