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Fourth Week of Easter            
Call to Worship: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (WOV 612) 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who 
is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God,…we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
Hymn: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (ELW 778) 

The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. 
he makes me down to lie 
in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 
He leadeth me, he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 
 
My soul he doth restore again, 
and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
e'en for his own name's sake; 
within the paths of righteousness, 
e'en for his own name's sake. 
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Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
yet will I fear no ill; 
for thou art with me, and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still; 
for thou art with me, and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 
 
My table thou hast richly spread 
in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
 
Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me, 
and in God's house forevermore 
my dwelling-place shall be; 
and in God's house forevermore 
my dwelling-place shall be. 

Public Domain. 

Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise (sung) “This is the Feast” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 60-61) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
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P:  Let us pray… O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 
valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) 
 
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
42 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 
 
43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All 
who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and 
suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died 
to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 62) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: John 10:1-10 
Jesus said: 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
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  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Give Me Jesus” (ELW 770) 

In the morning when I rise, 
in the morning when I rise, 
in the morning when I rise, 
give me Jesus. 
 

Refrain Give me Jesus, 
give me Jesus. 
You may have all the rest, 
give me Jesus. 

 

Dark midnight was my cry, 
dark midnight was my cry, 
dark midnight was my cry, 
give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

Just about the break of day, 
just about the break of day, 
just about the break of day, 
give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

Oh, when I come to die, 
oh, when I come to die, 
oh, when I come to die, 
give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

And when I want to sing, 
and when I want to sing, 
and when I want to sing, 
give me Jesus. 

Public Domain. 

Apostles’ Creed (8 and 7)    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
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 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Baptism (10:30)  
 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “Let the Vineyards” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 66) 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, and give us 
a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
A:  Let us pray. Merciful Father,…we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 
Dialogue (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 68-71) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P: Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Communion Songs: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (ELW 697) 

Refrain 
Just a closer walk with thee, 
grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
daily walking close to thee, 
let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 
I am weak but thou art strong: 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I'll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 

 
Through this world of toil and snares, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 

 
When my feeble life is o'er, 
time for me will be no more; 
guide me gently, safely o'er 
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 

 
Public Domain. 

 
   “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” (ELW 789) 
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Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
much we need your tender care. 
In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
for our use your fold prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
you have bought us; we are yours. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
you have bought us; we are yours. 

 
We are yours; in love befriend us, 
be the guardian of our way; 
keep your flock, from sin defend us, 
seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
hear us children when we pray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
hear us children when we pray. 

 
You have promised to receive us, 
poor and sinful though we be; 
you have mercy to relieve us, 
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
early let us turn to you. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
early let us turn to you. 

 
Early let us seek your favor, 
early let us do your will; 
blessed Lord and only Savior, 
with your love our spirits fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
you have loved us, love us still. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
you have loved us, love us still.     Public Domain. 

 
Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
(sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 72-73) 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. 
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
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Blessing (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (ELW 774) 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Refrain Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 

safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

 

 
Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah Arr.: Mark Sedio, b. 1954 Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
The Lord’s My Shepherd Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob, 1895-1984 Arr. © Oxford 
University Press Oxford University Press (New York) 198 Madison Ave New York, NY 10016-4314 Telephone: 212-726-6000 Fax: 212-726-6441 
Give Me Jesus Text: African American spiritual Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress P.O. Box 1209 Minneapolis, 
MN 55440-1209 United States Telephone: 612-330-3530 Email: copyright@augsburgfortress.org Website: http://www.augsburgfortress.org/copyrights/All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved  
All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All rights reserved 
CCLI License # 2006453 
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine, Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress P.O. Box 1209 Minneapolis, MN 55440-1209 United States Telephone: 612-
330-3530 Email: copyright@augsburgfortress.org Website: http://www.augsburgfortress.org/copyrights/All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124. All 
rights reserved  
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006501 New 
Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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