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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8695 Gratiot Road   Saginaw, MI  48609   (989)781-2170 

Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Bailey, Pastor        

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am  

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm 
 

 
Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter)           
Call to Worship:  “Were You There” (LBW 92, verse 4) 
 

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? 
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?   Public Domain 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (ELW 367) 
 

Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Now still he comes to give us life 
and by his presence stills all strife. "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 
that we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day 
that by our lives we truly say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 60-61) 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that 
we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 62) 

 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as 
snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 
message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.” 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: “Thine Is The Glory” (ELW 376) 
 

Thine is the glory, 
risen, conqu'ring Son; 
endless is the vict'ry 
thou o'er death hast won! 
Angels in bright raiment 
rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes 
where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 
endless is the vict'ry 
thou o'er death hast won! 

 
Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly he greets thee, 
scatters fear and gloom; 
let his church with gladness 
hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; 
death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
No more we doubt thee, 
glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; 
aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu'rors, 
through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan 
to thy home above.  Refrain    Public Domain. 

 
Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
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  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “Let the Vineyards” (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 66) 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, and give us 
a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 67) 
A:  Let us pray. Merciful Father,…we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Dialogue (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 68-71) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Communion Songs: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!” (ELW 619Public Domain. 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
he lives, my ever-living head! 
 
He lives triumphant from the grave; 
he lives eternally to save; 
he lives exalted, throned above; 
he lives to rule his church in love. 
 
He lives to grant me rich supply; 
he lives to guide me with his eye; 
he lives to comfort me when faint; 
he lives to hear my soul's complaint. 
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He lives to silence all my fears; 
he lives to wipe away my tears; 
he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
he lives all blessings to impart. 
 
He lives to bless me with his love; 
he lives to plead for me above; 
he lives my hungry soul to feed; 
he lives to help in time of need. 
 
He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;  
he lives and loves me to the end; 
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 
 
He lives and grants me daily breath; 
he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives my mansion to prepare; 
he lives to bring me safely there. 
 
He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
what joy this blest assurance gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives!      Public Domain. 

 

“Because He Lives” (CCLI 16880) 
 

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus 
He came to love heal and forgive 
He bled and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove 
My Savior lives 
 
Chorus Because He lives I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living 
Just because He lives 

 
How sweet to hold our newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy he gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days 
Because Christ lives  Chorus 
 
And then one day I'll cross that river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory 
And I'll know He reigns  Chorus 
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Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

(sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 72-73) 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Post Communion Prayer (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 
A:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. 
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 

Blessing (sung) (LBW, Setting 1, pg. 74) 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” (ELW 365) 
 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!    Public Domain. 

Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-715124 
Because He Lives, CCLI Song # 16880 Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither © 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) For use solely with the SongSelect® 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2006453. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006501 New 
Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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