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Planning a funeral can be one of the most difficult undertakings a family will have 
to undergo.  This document helps families with the difficult decisions that need to 
be made. 
 
Why a church funeral? 
One of the first determinations is where to have the funeral or memorial service.  If 
the person is part of a church community, often the deceased or the family will 
desire the service to be held in the church.   
 
Choosing a church setting is choosing a worship service.  This service not only 
remembers the person as we know them, but also reminds us that first and 
foremost they are a child of God, baptized in the waters of baptism and as a 
community of faith we place our hope and trust in the promises of Christ’s 
resurrection and that we will rise with him. 
 
Scheduling of a Funeral 
In most cases, the scheduling of the funeral will be done in conjunction with the 
funeral home, working together to ensure that all facilities and pastor are available 
for a service.  The pastor with Ascension will preside at the funeral.  In situations 
where the pastor is not available, another pastor will be authorized to preside.  To 
honor the Sabbath, we do not offer funerals at the church on Sunday.   
 
Planning the funeral 
The pastor and family will arrange a time to meet as soon as this can be 
scheduled. During this time the following will be discussed: 
 Information about the person— Include what the person was like, what their 
passions were, and any instructions they may have left. 
 
 Readings—A good place to look for this is in their Bible.  Often people who 
use a consistent Bible for reading and devotion might put clippings or notes 
regarding their desires or thoughts.   
 
 Music—The funeral is a worship service, so music must be appropriate for 
the service.  Hymns may be chosen for the congregation to sing or music may be 
downloaded for use during the service.  Secular music may be used, if 
appropriate.  All music must be approved by the pastor. Ample planning must be 
done if music other than hymns is expected, and the musician will need to be 
consulted as to availability to have it ready for the service.   
 If a soloist is desired, practice times must be arranged with the musician. 
  
 Holy Communion—Funerals are a worship service and to participate in the 
Communion service is welcomed and encouraged.  Please remember that at 
Ascension, all are welcome to participate in Communion—you don’t have to be a 
Lutheran or to be a member of Ascension. 
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 Speakers—At times, people may desire to speak to their relationship with 
the deceased.  If this is desired, the person must be aware that this is a worship 
service, and that appropriate language and stories must be told. Pastor reserves 
the right to end a story if it is deemed inappropriate. If there are questions about 
whether something is appropriate, please ask pastor prior to the service.   
  
  
Other Considerations 
 
Flower Delivery 
Most flowers will be delivered to the funeral home and transferred by the funeral 
home to the church for the service.  If flowers are to be delivered to the church, the 
church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Flowers may 
be delivered to the church during those times.  The church is also open one hour 
prior to the funeral if flowers need to be delivered then.   
 
Bulletins 
The church does provide bulletins for funerals done in the church.  Bulletins will be 
prepared once the readings and music have been determined.  Consideration is to 
be taken so that the secretary has time to prepare the bulletin. 
 
Use of Church Building 
For most funerals, there is no charge for use of the church.  General usage 
includes the use of the sanctuary and gathering area one hour prior to the service 
for visitation and during the service. The nursery is available, but it is expected that 
children are not left unattended in the nursery and that it be cleaned up when 
done. 
 
It is becoming more common that the church be used for visitation.  In the case 
that visitation is desired at the church, the following must be considered— 
 

 We may need to bring in staff, so a charge for increased staffing will 
apply—this includes visitations outside our normal office hours of Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. -2 p.m.  Cost per extra hour will be $25/hour. 

 

 If a video is desired to be shown during visitation, this video must be on a 
flash drive for us to run through the TV in the gathering area.  If a DVD, it 
can be shown in the sanctuary up to the time of the funeral. 

 

 The custodial staff makes room in the gathering area for the picture boards 
and people gathering.  We do not set up extra seating.  People may enter 
the sanctuary as well if they wish to sit in a quiet place.  
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Funeral Luncheons 
Though the congregation does not provide funeral luncheons, the fellowship hall 
area may be rented for free, signing a rental agreement. To schedule, please 
contact the Parish Administrator during office hours.  
 
Memorials 
We are thankful for your consideration of a memorial gift to the church.  Pastor will 
talk with you about how that works and where you may wish to designate your 
memorial. 
 
 
Funeral costs at church: 

    
Pastor:  *     
Use of Church: none (unless extra hours needed for visitation)    
Musician:   $100, more if expected to learn new music or practice with 

soloist 
Sound Board:  $35  
 

*In most cases, the funeral home will include the payment to the pastor, 
musician and often soundboard in the payment to them.  Please check with 
the funeral director. 

 
Order of service 
 

Gathering 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Opening Song (family may process with coffin if present) 
Prayer of the Day 
*Speakers if any 
Readings 
Sermon 
Song 
Creed 
Prayers 
*Communion liturgy 
Lord’s Prayer 
*Distribution of Communion 
Song 
Commendation 
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Funeral Policy for services held at Ascension Lutheran Church 
1.  A funeral is a worship service that remembers the person we love and a 

time to commend them to the everlasting care of Jesus Christ. 
2. In honor of the Sabbath, funerals will not be scheduled at the church on 

Sunday. 
3. The pastor will arrange to meet with the family to plan the service.  
4. All readings, speakers, and music are to reflect the integrity of worship.   
5. Holy Communion may be shared in the worship service. 
6. Visitation at Ascension is generally one hour prior to the time of service.  

Visitation beyond this time may require additional cost for the compensation 
of staff.   

7. Music options include the use of our musician, who requires adequate time 
to prepare music if beyond regularly known hymns.  The use of recorded 
music may be prepared instead of a musician if desired and must be 
available prior to the time of service.   

8. Memorial designations are appreciated for the continued mission of 
Ascension.   

9. Funeral luncheons are not provided by the congregation but congregation 
families may rent the fellowship hall without cost.   

10. Funerals are a ministry of the church and we strive to keep our cost low.  
Compensation for the following is expected: 

a. Musician --$100 (more if needs to obtain special music or 
accompany a soloist) 

b. Sound Board--$35 
c. Additional cost for extended visitation-$25/hour 
**Cost for pastor, musician, and sound board are sometimes included in 
the package paid to the funeral home.  Other fees are paid directly to 
Ascension. 

 

 


