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Fourteenth Week after Pentecost           
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in 
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen. 
 
P:  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
C: Amen 
 
Hymn: “God is Here!” (ELW 526) 

God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 
 
Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 
to believe and to adore. 
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Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 
help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 

 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray… O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.)  
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 15 O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20 And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
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  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; 
be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to 
strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with 
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for 
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Listen to the Word” (ACS 974) 

Listen to the word that God has spoken; 
listen to the One who is close at hand; 
listen to the voice that began creation; 
listen even if you don't understand. 

Public Domain 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes 
and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God 
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will 
they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 
for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
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P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Here I Am, Lord” (ELW 574) 

"I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
"I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

"I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 

Apostles’ Creed    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of Prayer to Center Our Hearts: “Cares Chorus” (CCLI 25974) 
I cast all my cares upon You 
I lay all of my burdens 
Down at Your feet 
And anytime that I don't know 
Just what to do 
I will cast all my cares upon You 

 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Merciful God, 
Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “We Are an Offering” (CCLI 16220) 

We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
Lord use our voices 
Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours 
We are an offering 
 
All that we have 
All that we are 
All that we hope to be 
We give to You 
We give to You 
 
We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
We are an offering 

 

Offering Prayer 
A:  Let us pray, Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
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Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 

Communion Songs: “Sanctuary” (CCLI) 
“Sanctuary” (CCLI 24140) 

Lord prepare me 
To be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy 
Tried and true 
With thanksgiving 
I'll be a living 
Sanctuary for You 

 

“Amazing Grace “(ELW 779) 
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

Public Domain. 
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Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
 
Blessing 

P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  “Lift High the Cross” (ELW 660) 

Refrain 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

All newborn servants of the Crucified 
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 
So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 
Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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