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Joint ELCA Saginaw County Worship--September 13th —One Worship
service at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Bridgeport

We will be joining in worship with the other ELCA Saginaw County congregations at 10 a.m.
on September 13th in their beautiful outdoor worship space. In addition to worship, we will
participate together in a couple of God’s Work Our Hands projects and share in a potluck.

Please bring a dish to share, a chair (if able—there is some seating available), and a
donation of socks.

ELCA Saginaw will provide the paper products, and some beverage options.

**Please note that your offering to Ascension is still important and needed. Please plan to
give the week prior for the 13th offering or give through our online platform. We will not be
receiving congregation specific offerings at this worship service.

**Also, there will not be worship service on Sunday, September 13th at Ascension. We will
have our Wednesday worship on September 16th .




Daily Bible Reading

Did you realize that Ascension offers daily Bible readings---and as of the end of August we
have read the entire New Testament and most of the Old Testament. Join along anytime---
currently reading the book of Judges/1st Samuel. Follow on Facebook or YouTube.

Sunday and Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study: Genesis: A Beginners Guide to the
Beginning

Both our Sunday morning and Tuesday morning P {E‘;ﬁ%
Bible studies will begin with a study on the book of oy x;@*&
Genesis. This is a 6-week series prepared by Amy-Jill &?QM%T"”‘ ol mta
Levine. This Biblical text is one that continues to » : _‘

shape faith, identity, and our understanding of what
it means to be human. There will be a few books for
borrowing if you wish to read along, or you may
purchase a book.

Tuesday’s study will begin on September 15th

at 11 a.m. viaZoom, and Sunday will begin

at 9:15a.m. September 20th

Praying for Those on Ascension’s Care List

Leonard and Ruth Howell—1410 Hess Avenue, Saginaw, M| 48601

Pat Joyce—8044 Winchester Ct. Saginaw, Ml 48609

Collene Kolinski---2810 N Orr Road, Hemlock, M| 48626

Esther Mack—285 S. Miller Rd., Saginaw, M| 48609

Marie Myers—11145 Morningstar Dr., Saginaw, Ml 48609

Arlene Neuenfeldt—11819 Dice Rd., Freeland, M| 48623

Jackie O’Dell—108 Fulton Street, Apt 302, St. Charles, Ml 48655

Sally Schultz—W5387 Cut River Rd., Nawbinway, M| 48762

Dan Wenzel—Edgewood Assisted Living Center, 4850 Gratiot Rd., Room A-6, Saginaw, Ml
48638

Ruth Williams—Brookdale Saginaw, 2485 McCarty Rd., Saginaw, M| 48603

Barb Yancer—Edgewood Assisted Living Center, 4850 Gratiot Rd., Room D-1, Saginaw, M|
48638

Honoring the Fourth Commandment—

Honor your father and your mother. What does this mean? Luther writes “We are to fear and
love God, so that we neither despise nor anger our parents and others in authority, but
instead honor, serve, obey, love, and respect them.”



In recent conversations with some youth and adults, we got to talking about how our
language and references to people reduce their personhood. For instance, when | was
working in the hospital and my patient’s name was Joanne, | did not refer to her as 524. It
was important for me to realize as | rendered her care that she was a person, child of God,
loved by family and friends alike, no matter what she was going through. [t seems as late,
societal norms have become accepting of referring to other humans as less than. We
refer to the president by a number, or a group of people by a label. As | reflect, | believe this
is one way in which we fail to honor this commandment. God has given us names, and
names are important. We feel honored when people remember our names and address us
by name. We are known to Jesus by name.

We may not agree with someone, we may not even like them—and still we are called as
people of God, created in God’s image, to honor each person as the person they are. We
can disagree with a person, and realize that they are still a person loved and created by
God. This is one way in which we, who walk in the ways of Jesus, can demonstrate love in a
world divided by so much more.
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‘to our church family

Welcome to Connor Henry Krzyzaniak who was received into the church family on
Wednesday, August 5, 2026. Connor is the son of Michael and Ali Krzyzaniak.

Children’s Church Is Coming Back!

We’re excited to announce that Children’s Church will be starting back up on Sunday,
September 20th!

We’re making a small change this year: children will remain in worship with us through the
readings, and then they’ll head to Children’s Church together. We love having our youngest
members be part of worship, and we’re excited to try this new rhythm.

We’re also always looking for Children’s Church leaders and helpers! Whether you can lead
regularly or just help out from time to time, we’d love to have you join us.

Keep an eye out for a separate email about the Confirmation and Youth Planning Meeting
with more information.

As always, if you have any questions, please reach out to Stephanie Becker at
neubst2@gmail.com.

We’re looking forward to another great year with our kids!
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We will be having an Ascension table at this year’s Craft Fair
featuring donated homemade items.

Any crafts donated and sold at the table will benefit the Mortgage Fund.

If you are interested in participating or donating handmade items, please get in touch with
Susan Kelley, Lisa Whelton, or Lori Schultz. You may also leave a message at the church
office.
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needed .

Volunteers are needed for the Craft Fair on November 5" to set
up between the hours of 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Also, volunteers are needed to help the day of
the Craft Fair and to clean up afterwards. Please see kiosk for sign-up sheets and we thank
you!

COMING SOON!!

We will be having a silent auction out in the
Gathering area coming soon!

Proceeds will go to the Mortgage Fund.
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Serving in September 2026

Readers | § am 1030 am Prayer | 8 am 1030 am
s
6 Dick Schomaker Chris Crump 6 Susan Kelley Heidi Trepkowski
13 No service at ALC | No serviceat ALC | 13 No service at ALC | No service at ALC
20 Edna Bell Marvin Burns 20 Lynn Schomaker MJ Bums
27 Charleen Boland Dawn Dalton 27 Ruth Schomaker Dawn Dalton
Sound Video
6 Jeff Whelton 6 Charleen Boland
13 No service at ALC | No service at ALC | 13 No service at ALC | No service at ALC
20 Jeff Whelton Grey Hendirckson | 20 Susan Kelley Ethan Earnesty
27 Kris Friend 27 Kris Friend
Usher Acolyte
6 Kelley Friend-Beyerlein | 6 volunteer
13 No service at ALC | No serviceat ALC | 13 No service at ALC | No service at ALC
20 Roth Earnesty-Wizner 20 volunteer
27 Page Dawson-Mossner | 27 volunteer
Altar Lawn Mowers Children
Guild Church
6 Hendrickson- 6 No classes til fall
Ecker
13 No service at ALC | Roth-Howe 13 No classes til fall
20 Crump-Wilson 20
27 Becker-Becker 27
Librarian
Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Usher Reader Sound | Video Prayer
2 Mike Clifford Mike Clifford Jen Salowicz Mike Clifford
9 John Schroeder Glen Mack Celina Gottleib Celina Gottleib
16 Glen Mack Kristin Jen Salowicz Jen Salowicz
Kazmierski
23 Mike Clifford Connie Dutcher Connie Dutcher Connie Dutcher
30 John Schroeder Joyce Richardson Kelly Phillion Donna Mahlburg




September 2-Alexander McClure
September 3-Brooklyn Becker
Ella Wagner
Jayme York
September 5-Jennifer Dickie
Jim Stuart
September 6-Jenny Nielsen
September 8-Hugh Carroll
September 10-Marie Leonard
September 13-Nancy Kozak
Julie Meschke
September 14-Annie Nielsen
September 15-Mitchell Kenny
September 16-Kris Friend
September 17-Nathan McClure
Landen Nevarez
Nathan Ryder
Lori Schultz
Timothy Trumble
Brandon Wardlow
September 18-Dorothy Becker
Melissa Hostetler

September 19-Wade Kittle
September 20-Emily Hamilton-Gerard
September 21-Diane Lobsiger-Braden
Noah Ryder
Samantha Wright
September 22-Emily Edsall
Donna Malburg
September 23-Jennifer Maier
September 24-Brock Vasquez
September 26-Jessica Hoffmann
September 27-Carl Boland
Makenna Dawson
Max Dawson
Ethan Earnesty
Celina Gottlieb
Angela Saxton
John Schroeder
September 29-Ed Espinoza
Grace Girardin
Linda Lentner
September 30-Amanda Doerr
Alicia Spear
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September 6-Andrew and Kristin Kazmierski
September 11-Jason and Heather Nevarez
September 18-Scott and Kim Anderson
David and Dorothy Becker
September 20-Ed and Lisa Espinoza
Mike and Heidi McGrandy
September 23-Tom and Barb Mitchell
September 24-Jonathan and Amanda Doerr
September 25-Chadd and Ashlley Harrington
September 26-Jason and Rebecca Enright
September 27-Russ and Melissa Morgan



ELCA Women of Saginaw County

The ELCA Women of Saginaw County will be meeting up on Tuesday, August 25th at 12:45
pm in the back parking lot of Resurrection Lutheran Church off Brockway to carpool over
to the Partnership Center/NEST to tour their facility.

Our regular meetings will start back up in September. The group meets the fourth Monday
of the month, starting with September through May (no December meeting), rotating
between 5 ELCA Churches.

The Ascension Women's Support Group contacts are Gina Dillenbeck (chair), Wanda
Dankert, Edna Bell, Ginny Whelton & Sue Bailey. Ascension will be hosting the November
23rd & May 24th meetings. If you would like to help with setup or snacks for either of
these meetings, please contact the church office or one of the members listed above.

The September 28th meeting will be at Resurrection (off Brockway) at 1:00 pm. Member
Karla Castellanos will be telling us about her Mission Trip to Honduras.

Meeting Dates for 2026/2027, with 1:00 pm Meeting Times:

September 28, 2026, Resurrection December — No Meeting
October 26, 2026, Zion

November 23, 2026, Ascension

January 25, 2027, Faith

February 22, 2027 Our Savior

March 22, 2027, Resurrection

April 26, 2027, Zion

May 24, 2027, Ascension

Have a blessed day
Gina Dillenbeck

Our next blood drive is scheduled for September
10th, 2:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. If you would like to reserve
your donation spot now, please sign up at
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/

. schedules/drive_schedule/11609232 or call the
church office.



Lutheran World Relief Dedication and Offering

Each year, Ascension participates with congregation throughout the world in providing
school kits and quilts for those around the world who can benefit through Lutheran World
Relief. Ascension’s sewing group is vital in making these projects happen.

On September 20th and September 23rd, Ascension will dedicate these items and pray
for those who have prepared them and for those who will receive them. We will also be
receiving a noisy offering that will help with the transporting, processing, storing and
delivering of these items. Itis estimated that it costs about $4 each to process.

We will offer First Communion to all young people
who are wanting and ready to receive communion
Oln 'n Li }!O!} on Sunday October 4 th and Wednesday October 7.
) Please let Pastor Julie know if you have someone
who wants to receive along with when you are
available for about a 2.5 hour class.
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CHARGE—November 6-8, 2026: Registration opened August 9, 2026
CHARGE is a high-energy faith experience for students in grades 6-12 to grow in faith, build
community, and develop leadership while enjoying the fun of Great Wolf Lodge. The
registration fee for weekend event will be $195, which includes the cost of the event and for
the hotel room. Scholarship money may be available. Food costs will be covered by the
church youth fund. Youth may participate in fundraising activities, including returning pop
cans where %2 of the money will be deposited into the youth account to be used for events
like this, and the other 2 will help cover scholarships and other costs of events beyond the
registration fee. Registration forms are available on the kiosk and at ascensionlc.org.
Registrations fill up quickly so please don’t delay! Please pay the deposit of $100 by
September 16th, with balance due by October 7th.




As of September 1st, our mortgage balance is $187,285.23.

Introducing. ..

Mitten Talks is a new offering by the North/West

Lower Michigan Synod (i.e. “The Mitten Synod”) to

introduce congregational leaders to resources for

ministry. Mitten Talks will take place on a live Zoom (\\'\/} —i—
meeting and then be uploaded to a Mitten Talks section

on the synod website so congregations and leaders may

view it whenever there is interest in a new, stimulating

idea for ministry,

]
Each episode will feature a ministry leader (or several M l t t e n T q I k s

leaders) from our synod or beyond, sharing about their NWLMS

area of expertise. There will be time for Q and A at the end as we wonder together, “what might this
mean” for our ministry contexts. We hope you'll join us for the upcoming offerings. We also hope
you’ll give input on what the Mitten should talk about next because God’s voice has a way of coming
forth when the Mitten Talks.

SNEAK PEEK —
Tuesday, September 15: The ELCA Property Resource Hub

Our buildings are more than bricks, walls, and maintenance costs. They are spaces where ministry
happens, relationships are built, and wmmunmcs arc welcomed. [n this session, we llcxploxclhc
stewardship of our buildings an oat ymes fram viewin
ministry lens. Join us with gugSHEyA ‘ ~} pRBs Ofoh + 1P|opc1 Resomce Hub and
come ready to think creatively AidipgH se your bilding new way!
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