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Marking Earth’s Seasons-Service of Celebration and Lament       
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Introduction: Our small planet supports life for over eight million species living in wildly diverse ecosystems. 
A medium-sized star supplies our energy. We are together in one grand web of life, yet our human species 
often behaves as if we were alone. 
 
Tonight we celebrate the wonder of life in all its forms with gratitude. We also lament the ways humanity has 
failed to be a good sibling and partner with creation.  

The Hebrew word Selah has no direct translation in English, but psalm scholars suppose Selah to be a musical 
term indicating a musical pause. The singers reflect on the words they have sung, meditating as the interlude 
continues. Tonight, we invite these moments of reflection and meditation, by observing Selah, with silence, 
reflection, and some deep breaths.  
 
Hymn: “Morning Has Broken”  (ELW 556) 

Morning has broken like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 
God's recreation of the new day! 

 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Opening Dialogue 
P: Generous Creator, you are still creating. 
C: The land has yielded its harvest. 
P: Our covenant God has blessed us. 
C: Generous Creator, you are still creating. We honor you from the farthest ends of the earth. 
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
Words of Lament and Turning 
P:  Together we confess 
C:  We confess that we have not paid attention to the whole of creation. In our concern for our own 
species, we have trampled others. We have considered the wild, beautiful, life-sustaining ecosystems of 
the world merely “our environment.” 
  

Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
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C:  With industry, we have not understood how our actions influence the lives of bugs, birds, and fish. 
With politics, we have not always cared how our policies affect the whole of creation. We have taken for 
granted clean air, water, and soil. We have elevated our existence over that of bears, whales, and 
dragonflies. We have ignored our scientists and pushed aside the concerns of our children. 

Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
C:  We beg forgiveness from future peoples. We beg forgiveness from our sibling species with whom we 
share this planet. 

Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
C:  God of creation, have mercy on us and help us. We don’t know what we do. Turn us, change us, and 
heal us, that we might be good siblings and generous partners with creation.  Amen. 

Hymn of Lament: “Can you feel the Seasons Turning” (ACS 1065) 
Can you feel the seasons turning, 
winds and waves grown wild and strange? 
Can you feel creation groaning, 
fearful of the coming change: 
icecaps melting, oceans rising, 
homes and habitations lost? 
Can you feel the seasons turning? 
Can you count the bitter cost? 
  
Can you hear the creatures crying— 
lynx and otter, wolf and whale? 
Can you hear the Spirit sighing 
as her children grieve and fail? 
Nature's poor, the first to suffer 
pay the price of human greed. 
Can you hear the creatures crying, 
begging us to stop and heed? 
 
Can you feel the seasons turning? 
Storm clouds gather in the skies. 
All around us signs of warning 
bid us open frightened eyes. 
Called by God to serve as stewards 
till earth's garden greens and thrives, 
can we learn in time to listen? 
Can we turn and change our lives? 

 
Words of Hope and Assurance 
P:  Let us pray, Beloved of God, hear this word of hope. As people knit into the life of Jesus Christ, change is 
possible for us. Jesus healed the sick, forgave sinners, and gave aimless people deep purpose. Receive 
forgiveness for the past and new courage for the future. Knowing God’s great love, may we live the way of 
Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
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Reading: Psalm 67 
P:  May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.  
C: Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
P: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
C:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations 
upon earth.   
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
P:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
C:  The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. May God give us 
blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
 
Reflection 
 
Hymn “God of the Fertile Fields” (ACS 1063) 

God of the fertile fields, 
shaper of earth that yields our daily bread: 
forth from your bounteous hand 
come gifts your love has planned, 
that all in ev'ry land 
be clothed and fed. 
 
We would be stewards true, 
holding in trust from you all that you give; 
help us in love to share, 
teach us like you to care 
for people ev'rywhere, 
that all may live. 
 
As grows the hidden seed 
to fruit that serves our need, so your reign grows. 
Let all our toil be used, 
no gift of yours abused, 
no humble task refused 
your love bestows. 
 
God of the countryside, 
dear to the Christ who died to make us one: 
we pledge our lives anew 
in faithful love to you. 
Guide all we say and do. 
Your will be done. 

 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
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Creed (from Luther’s Small Catechism, The Creed: Article 1)   
P:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. What does this mean? 
C:  I believe that God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me and still preserves 
my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason and all mental faculties. In addition, God 
daily and abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and farm, spouse and children, 
fields, livestock, and all property; along with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and life. 
God protects me against all danger and shields and preserves me from all evil. And all this is done out 
of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness of mine at all! For 
all of this I owe it to God to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most certainly true. 
 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God, 
Congregation Responds:   your mercy is great.  
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Offering 
 
Offering Song:  “We Are an Offering” (CCLI 16220) 

We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
Lord use our voices 
Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours 
We are an offering 
 
All that we have 
All that we are 
All that we hope to be 
We give to You 
We give to You 
 
We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
We are an offering 

 

Offering Prayer 
A:  Let us pray, Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P:  Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray.  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
Words of Intention to Bless 
P:  For the sake of Christ and the world, 
C: we breathe in the generosity of God’s love and renew our minds to bless the earth. With clarity of 
purpose, we devote ourselves to the care of all creation. We intend to pay attention to the soil, air, and 
water of our neighborhood. We will live as good neighbors to the creatures with which we share this 
space. As a community, we choose to live in harmony with the ecosystems that share their life with us. 
P:  Together, we sound our intention to bless the earth. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
P : Creator God, who lifted up the mountains and formed the dry land; whose hands shaped us out of the dust 
of the earth; who formed the soils and made this earth a place of beauty and abundance: We give you thanks 
for the gift of the land. Create in us such a sense of wonder and delight in this and in all your gifts that we 
receive them with gratitude, care for them with love, and generously share them with all your creatures, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Selah-Silence, reflections and deep breaths 
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Sending Song:  “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” (ELW 771) 
God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance 
through the silent fields of space: 
we, your children in your likeness, 
share inventive pow'rs with you; 
great Creator, still creating, 
show us what we yet may do. 
 
We have ventured worlds undreamed of 
since the childhood of our race; 
known the ecstasy of winging 
through untraveled realms of space; 
probed the secrets of the atom, 
yielding unimagined pow'r, 
facing us with life's destruction 
or our most triumphant hour. 
 
As each far horizon beckons, 
may it challenge us anew: 
children of creative purpose, 
serving others, hon'ring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise; 
each endeavor well begun; 
great Creator, give us guidance 
till our goals and yours are one. 

 
 
Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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