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Eighteenth Week After Pentecost           
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 
Compassionate God…we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference 
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts 
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
C: Amen 
 
Hymn: “God Is Here!” (ELW 526) 
 

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 
Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 
Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie: (ELW 157) 
 

(Cantor)  In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
(Congregation) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Cantor)   For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,  
   for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
(Congregation) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Cantor)   For your people here who have come to give you praise, 
   for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 
(Congregation) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Cantor)   Help, save, and defend us, O God. 
(Congregation) Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray…God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
(10:30 a.m.) Dismiss to Children’s Church  
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord 
God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 25 Yet you say, “The way 
of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet 
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says 
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender 
affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be grasped,7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human,8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name 
that is above every other name,10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more 
now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation: “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (ELW 519, verse 1 and refrain) 
 

Open your ears, O faithful people, 
open your ears and hear God's word. 
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
God has come to you. 
 

Refrain God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to 
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if 
we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the 
second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you 
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did 
not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee” (ELW 818) 
 

 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 
 In hope that sends a shining ray 
 far down the future's broad'ning way, 
 in peace that only you can give; 
 with you, O Master, let me live. 

 
Public Domain. 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Prayer to Center Our Hearts: “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”(ELW 691, verse 3) 
 

Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares 
we lift in prayer before you. 
Lord, by your grace now come to us, 
as humbly we adore you 

 
The Prayers of the Children of God 
Each petition ends…Hear us, O God, 
Congregation responds…your mercy is great. 
 
  



5 

Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Song: “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” (ELW 691, verse 1 and 2) 
 

Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring 
to place upon your table. 
We do not worship as we ought 
but only as we're able. 
 
The vines were planted, seeds were sown. 
They grew in your good pleasure. 
What once was common, daily food 
becomes a holy treasure. 
 

Offering Prayer 
A: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. 
C: Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
  



6 

Communion Songs: “In This Feast of Love” (ACS 962) 
 

In this feast of love, 
in this feast of love, 
Lord, you share your blood and your body, 
Jesus, Lamb of God. 
 
In this bread and wine, 
in this bread and wine, 
you have promised, Lord, to be with us, 
Lamb of God divine. 
 
Grant us peace, O Lord, 
grant us peace, O Lord; 
fill us with the joy of your Spirit, 
ever-living Word. 

 
“Now We Join in Celebration” (ELW 462) 

 
Now we join in celebration 
at our Savior's invitation, 
dressed no more in spirit somber, 
clothed instead in joy and wonder; 
for the Lord of all existence, 
putting off divine transcendence, 
stoops again in love to meet us, 
with his very life to feed us. 
 
Lord, as round this feast we gather, 
fill our hearts with holy rapture! 
For this bread and cup of blessing 
are for us the sure possessing 
of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 
of your living self, our vict'ry, 
pledge of your unfailing presence, 
foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. 
 
Lord, we share in this communion 
as one fam'ly of God's children, 
reconciled through you, our brother, 
one in you with God our Father. 
Give us grace to live for others, 
serving all, both friends and strangers, 
seeking justice, love, and mercy 
till you come in final glory. 
 

Public Domain. 

 
Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
A:  Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, 
and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing 
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:Amen. 
 
Hymn: “May the God of Hope Go with Us” (ACS 984) 
 

May the God of hope go with us ev’ry day, 
to a world in need with news of joy and peace. 
May the God of justice speed us on our way, 
bringing light and hope to ev’ry land and race. 
Praying, let us work for peace; 
singing, share our joy with all; 
working for a world that’s new, 
faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 

Public Domain. 

 
 
Sending Song:  “I’m a-Goin’-a Eat at the Welcome Table” (TFF 263) 
 

I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table, 
I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table, 
some of these days. 
I’m a-goin’-a eat at the welcome table, 
I’m goin’-a eat at the welcome table, 
some of these days. 
 
I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey, 
I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey, 
some of these days. 
I’m a-goin’-a feast on milk and honey, 
I’m goin’-a feast on milk and honey, 
some of these days. 
 
I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river, 
I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river, 
some of these days. 
I’m a-goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river, 
I’m goin’-a wade ’cross Jordan’s river, 
some of these days 

Public Domain. 
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Dismissal 
C: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community, through Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Lives, and an Open Table. 
A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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